
HA VE GERMAN WILL IRA VEL DEUTSCH 

Wo spricht man Deutsch? / Where is German spoken as main language? 

Deutschland / Osterreich / Schweiz / Liechtenstein 

Austrian German 

German is Austria's official language and is spoken natively by 
88.6% of the population- followed by Turkish (2.3%), Serbian 
(2.2%), Croatian (1.6%), Hungarian (0.5%), Bosnian (0.4%) and 
Slovenian (0.3%)_[81 

The official German used in education, publications, 
announcements and websites is Austrian German, which is 
mostly identical to the German used in Germany but with some vocabulary differences. In terms of 
native language, however, various local Austro-Bavarian (Alemannic in Vorarlberg) are spoken instead, 
and Standard German is more or less a second language to Austrians. The dialects more or less qualify 
for classification as separate languages but are not treated as such, even though Austro-Bavarian is 
sometimes used in media and more so in TV comedy shows. 

The Austrian federal states of Carinthia and Styria are home to a significant indigenous Slovene
speaking minority while in the easternmost state, Burgenland (formerly part of the Hungarian portion of 
Austria-Hungary), there are significant Hungarian- and Croatian-speaking minorities. Of the remaining 
number of Austria's people that are of non-Austrian descent, many come from surrounding countries, 

especially from the former East Bloc nations. So-called guest workers (Gastarbeiter) and their 
descendants, as well as refugees from the Yugoslav wars and other conflicts, also form an important 
minority group in Austria. Since 1994 the Roma- Sinti (gypsies) have been an officially recognised 
ethnic minority in Austria. 

Some people say that, like the British and Americans, 
Germans and Austrians are two peoples divided by a 

common language. 

But come on, it doesn't have to be that way! 

Practice understanding the Austrian accent, study up 
on some of these key vocabulary differences, and 
you'll do just fine in Germany's southern neighbor. 

You could even look into an immersion program in 
Austria. 

But no matter what, if you encounter a word you don't 
understand, just ask! This can be a great way to make 
new Austrian friends. 


