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Ruhezeit: What you need to know about "quiet time" in Germany 

What happens if I want to have a party? 

If you live in an apartment building and want to have a party, the best th ing to do is to stick a sign up 

on the landing with plenty of notice to let your neighbours know when it's happening. 

You should say that they can come to you and let you know if it does get too loud - and you could 

even invite them round for a beer. 

However, keep in mind that your neighbours reserve the right to come and tell you to keep it down if 

you are being too loud during the quiet time. They can also complain about it to the Ordungsamt or 

landlord. But hopefully by telling them about it beforehand (and if it doesn't happen all the time) 

they'll let it pass for one night. 

What happens if I am too loud? 

If you don't stick to the quiet times, you could face an annoyed neighbour, a visit from the police or 

Ordungsamt, a fine, a letter from your landlord and even eviction from your home. 

If it is a one-off disturbance, such as a late-night party, the police could show up at your door and 

ask you to stop the noise. If you do not comply, the police can confiscate your music equipment or 

tell your guests to leave. In either case, you will be fined for disturbing the peace. In theory, you 

could face a fine of up to several thousand euros but usually it's in the triple-digit figures for a single 

offence. 

If you regularly disturb the rest periods by, for example, playing music loudly on Sundays, your dog 

barking for nights on end or loud arguments in your flat, your neighbours might contact the landlord. 

The landlord can give you a warning for disturbing the peace and can even terminate your tenancy 

agreement if you continue to make noise during the rest periods. 


