
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL GEBURTSTAGE 

DAS TAGLICHE LEBEN/ DAILY CUSTOMS 
FAMILIENGEBRAUCHE / FAMILY CUSTOMS 

Daily dilemmas: Is it ever acceptable to cross the road 
at a red light in Germany? 

However, in some countries across the world it's the norm to pay a bit less attention to traffic lights 

and, instead, cross the road when you think it's safe (whether it's green or not). 

We asked The Local readers to decide if it's ever okay to do it - and here's the result. 

On Facebook, 55 percent of respondents to our survey said NO, it's not okay to cross the road when 

the light is red. A total of 45 percent said YES, it's fine to do it if it's safe. 

Daily dilemmas of living in Germany: is it ever okay to cross the road when 

it's a red light? 

55% 45% 
No, you'll get shouted at Yes, it's ok if it's safe 

This poll has ended. 994 Votes 

And over on Twitter there was a similar result, although it was a little tighter: 52 percent of readers 

said NO it's not okay and 48 percent said YES, it's okay if it's safe. 

Readers also shared their views on the issue - and their own experiences of the road crossing 

culture in Germany. 

On Facebook, Chad Michael Hanawalt was faced with this dilemma early on during his first trip to 

the Bundesrepublik. He said: "I crossed on red once in front of the train station in Bonn. I could tell 

people were not happy with me. Although in my defence, it was my first time in Germany and I had 

no idea this was a thing. But I know better now!" 

Chris Walmsley has also felt the wrath of the German public. He said he'd been "shouted at in 

Monchengladbach (western Germany) on a completely empty road by a lady taking her dog for a 

walk". He's never cross the road when it's a red light again, well at least when there's other people 

around anyway. 


