
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Geschichte 

AN ERA ENDS: HOW WILL GERMANY AND THE WORLD 
REMEMBER THE MERKEL YEARS? 

As someone expected to also provide leadership on a European level, Merkel's Covid-19 
response also gave Germans and Europeans another glimpse of her savvy crisis
negotiation skills. "People underestimate how difficult it is to get anything done in 
Bru~sels," says Dirsus. "Merkel is someone who is very good at forging compromise, and 
she s shown that at a European level." 

Angela Merkel giving the TV address to Germany on March 18th 2020. 

Beyond crises: Merkel's missing policy legacy? 

Perhaps tellingly after 16 years though, it is not yet clear what Merkel's lasting policy 
legacy will be beyond her responses to disastrous events. Does Merkel have a signature 
policy the way Kohl had the euro or Gerhard Schroder had labour market reforms? 

"She has not, at each election, set out a course and said 'this is where I'd like to see 
Germany in four years,"' says Cole. "It's been more about problem-solving than 'where 
can we go as a society?"' 

Analysts say that beyond her capable crisis response, the Merkel years are marked by 
many missed opportunities on everything from infrastructure investment to foreign policy -
areas that often require longer-term vision and planning. 

"At a time when we have many large policy questions, when we look at Europe, when we 
look at globalisation, when we look at the climate. When we look at how to prevent crisis 
rather than simply manage it, we haven't seen the same achievements during her time in 
office," says Dr. Ursula Munch, Director of the Academy for Political Education in Tutzing. 

"The fact that our public train operator is in a dismal state, that is a legacy of Angela 
Merkel, full stop," says Odendahl. "The pandemic also put into focus the dismal state of 
German digitalisation in public administration. A lot of effort had to be put in to 

1 compensate for that." 

On foreign policy, Dirsus says Merkel hasn't done enough to explain to ordinary Germans 
how harsh the world around them is becoming, with a rising China and an aggressive 
Russia. 


