
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Geschichte 

AN ERA ENDS: HOW WILL GERMANY AND THE WORLD 
REMEMBER THE MERKEL YEARS? 

Merkel already made history the day she was elected, but she could soon be s et to do it 
again. Coalition talks will start after Germans vote on September 26th. If a new 
government hasn't formed by December 17th. she'll overtake Helmut Kohl as the longest
serving Chancellor in modern German history. Having dominated German and European 
politics for 16 years, she'll leave a permanent mark on the country's political psyche. 

What will that mark look like? German politics observers we spoke with say that, in short, 
Merkel will be remembered as a calm and rational crisis manager, a shrewd political 
tactician, and a natural consensus builder - who lacked a bold vision for where she 
wanted to take the country and continent. 

A rock of stability in a turbulent time 

To be fair, most of Merkel's chancellorship was heavily driven by unpredictable events. 
From the financial crisis, euro crisis, refugee crisis, the resurgent populism of Brexit, 
Donald Trump, and the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD), and finally, the coronavirus 
pandemic as well as catastrophic flooding this summer - the Merkel Era has hardly been 
a golden age. 

Merkel's scientist-politician approach to policy at times made her particularly well-suited to 
a crisis-ridden era. "She doesn't lead ideologically, but rather in a fact-oriented way," says 
Oliver Wittke, a Bundestag Member (MdB) from Merkel's CDU. For him, this approach 
was especially evident during Covid-19. "She took scientific counsel and implemented it 
into concrete political measures that found wide acceptance within the population." 

As an unprecedented global health and economic crisis. the current Covid-19 pandemic 
would test Merkel's experience in a way no previous event had. Merkel watchers say it 
revealed a very different chancellor than Germans and Europeans saw during the euro 
crisis - when Sternmagazine labelled her "Dje Eiskonigin," or "the Ice Queen" for her 
tough eurozone bailout conditions and unemotional style. 

"There were a lot of things about it that were unprecedented," says Berlin-based AFP 
correspondent Deborah Cole of Merkel's televised ~geech in March 2020 - the only one 
ever given by a German Chancellor outside of the annual New Year's message. "She 
~moke in a very_P-ersonal a nd emotional way_ about what this means. She very early on 
acknowledged that she was asking for sacrifice on the part of the German people, but for 
the best cause possible." 

For Christian Odendahl, the Berlin-based Chief Economist at the Centre for European 
Reform, Covid-19 also showed how Merkel's crisis management evolved over time, 
learning from past mistakes. ''She misunderstood the euro crisis as a debt crisis when it 
was so much more than that," he says. "The difference in how she reacted to the euro 
crisis and how she reacted to the pandemic is, I think, quite telling.'' 

From the Chancellor who was often accused of lecturing Europe about the evils of public 
debt and overspending during the euro crisis. Covid-19 saw Merkel open government 
coffers in unprecedented ways. Her government passed domestic s1imulus 
Qackages worth over a trillion euros, and put up the largest single share of money for the 
EU's 750 billion euro recovery fund . 

"It was a very bold, forward-looking. Europe-focused crisis response - undertaken very 
quickly," says Odendahl. 


