
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Geschichte 

SLEEP, SEASIDE, POTATO SOUP: WHAT WILL MERKEL DO NEXT? 
Helmut Kohl set up his own consultancy firm and Gerhard Schroeder became a 
lobbyist, taking a controversial position as chairman of the board of the Russian oil giant 
Rosneft. 

German writer David Safier has imagined a more eccentric future for Merkel, penning a 
crime novel called Miss Merkel: Mord in der Uckermark that sees her tempted out of 
retirement to investigate a mysterious murder. 

Planting vegetables 
Merkel may wish to spend more time with her husband Joachim Sauer in Hohenwalde, 
near Templin in the former East Germany where she grew up, and where she has a 
holiday home that she retreats to when she's weary. 

Among the leisure activities she may undertake there is vegetable, and especially, 
potato planting, something that she once told Bunte magazine in an interview in 2013 
that she enjoyed doing. 

She is also known to be a fan of the volcanic island of D' lschia, especially the remote 
seaside village of Sant'Angelo. 

Merkel was captured on a smartphone video this week browsing the footwear in a Berlin 
sportswear store, leading to speculation that she may be planning something active. 

Or the former scientist could embark on a speaking tour of the countless universities 
from Seoul to Tel Aviv that have awarded her honorary doctorates. 

Merkel is set to receive a monthly pension of around 15,000 euros ($16,900) in her 
retirement, according to a calculation by the German Taxpayers' Association. 

But she has never been one for lavish spending, living in a fourth-floor apartment in 
Berlin and often doing her own grocery shopping. 

In 2014, she even took Chinese Premier Li Keqiang to her favourite supermarket in 
Berlin after a bilateral meeting. 

So perhaps she will simply spend some quiet nights in sipping her beloved white wine 
and whipping up the dish she once declared as her favourite, a "really good potato 
soup". 


