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SLEEP, SEASIDE, POTATO SOUP: WHAT WILL MERKEL DO NEXT? 

Outgoing German Chancellor Angela Merkel bnefly closes her eyes at a 2018 press conference in Beihn. . 

Aside from plans to take "a little nap" after retiring this week, she hasn't given much away about what she might do next. 

After 16 years in charge of Europe's biggest economy, the first thing Angela 

Merkel wants to do when she retires from politics is take "a little nap". But what 

about after that? 

The veteran chancellor has been tight-lipped about what she will do after handing over 

the reins to her successor Olaf Scholz on December 8th 

During her four terms in office, 67-year-old Merkel was often described as the most 

powerful woman in the world - but she hinted recently that she will not miss being in 

charge. 

"I will understand very quickly that all this is now someone else's responsibility. And I 

think I'm going to like that situation a lot," she said during a trip to Washington this 

summer. 

Famous for her stamina and her ability to remain fresh after all-night meetings, Merkel 

once said she can store sleep like a camel stores water. 

But when asked about her retirement in Washington, she replied: "Maybe I'll try to read 

something, then my eyes will start to close because I'm tired, so I'll take a little nap, and 

then we'll see where I show up." 

'See what happens First elected as an MP in 

1990, just after German 
reunification, Merkel 

recently suggested she had 

never had time to stop and _ 

reflect on what else she might like to do 

"I have never had a normal working day and .. . I have naturally stopped asking myself 

what interests me most outside politics," she told an audience during a joint interview 

with Nigerian writer Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. 

"As I have reached the age of 67, I don't have an infinite amount of time left. This 

means that I want to think carefully about what I want to do in the next phase of my life," 

she said. 

"Do I want to write, do I want to speak, do I want to go hiking, do I want to stay at home, 

do I want to see the world? I've decided to just do nothing to begin with and see what 

happens." 

Merkel's predecessors have not stayed quiet for long. Helmut Schmidt, who left the 

chancellery in 1982, became co-editor of the weekly newspaper Die Zeit and a popular 

commentator on political life. 


