
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Geschichte 

"Eternal" chancellor: Germany's Merkel to hand over power 

Kohl's 'girl' to 'Mummy' 
Merkel, the EU and the G7's most senior leader, started as a 
contemporary of George W. Bush, Tony Blair and Jacques Chirac when 
she became Germany's youngest and first female chancellor in 2005. 

She was born Angela Dorothea Kasner on July 17. 1954 in the port city of 
Hamburg, the daughter of a Lutheran clergyman and a schoolteacher. 

Her father moved the family to a small-town parish in the communist east 
at a time when tens of thousands were heading the other way. 

She excelled in mathematics and Russian, which has helped her maintain 
dialogue with the other veteran on the world stage, Russia's Putin. who 
was a KGB officer in Dresden when the Berlin Wall fell in 1989. 

Merkel kept the name of her first husband, whom she married in 1977 and 
divorced five years later. 

After the fall of the wall , Merkel, who was working in a chemistry lab, 
joined a pro-democracy group that would merge with Kohl's Christian 
Democrats. 

The Protestant from East Germany whom Kohl nicknamed his "girl" would 
later be elected leader of a party until then dominated by western Catholic 
patriarchs. 

As she rose to power, party rivals sneeringly called her "Mutti" (Mummy) 
behind her back but she deftly - some said ruthlessly - eliminated 

potential challengers. 

Although her name has come up on wish lists for key EU or United 
Nations posts, Merkel has said she will leave politics altogether. 

Her four terms in office were "eventful and often very challenging years". 
she said at a military ceremonial farewell. "They have challenged me 
politically and humanly and at the same time, they were also fulfilling." 

Asked on her final trip to Washington in June what she looked forward to 
most, she replied: "not having to constantly make decisions". 


