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"Eternal" chancellor: Germany's Merkel to hand over power 

Do the right thing 
The unflappable Merkel has served for many in recent years as a 

multilateralist counterweight to the big, brash men of global politics, from 

Donald Trump to Vladimir Putin. 

A Pew Research Center poll in September showed large majorities in 

most democracies around the globe having "confidence in Merkel to do 

the right thing in world affairs". 

A trained quantum chemist raised behind the Iron Curtain, Merkel was 

long in sync wrth her change-averse electorate as a guarantor of stability, 

Her major policy shifts reflected the wishes of large German majorities -

among them phasing out nuclear power after the 2011 Fukushima 

disaster - and attracted a broad new coalition of women and urban 

voters to the once arch-conservative CDU. 

However, the last days of her tenure have been marred by a vicious fourth 

wave of coronavirus, thP. worst since the start of the pandemic. 

'Austerity queen' 
Before the pandemic, her boldest move - keeping open German borders 

to more than one million asylum seekers in 2015 - seemed set to 

determine her legacy. 

But whi le many Germans rallied to Merkel's "We can do it" cry, the move 

also emboldened an anti-migrant party, Alternative for Germany (AfD), 

ushering a far-right bloc into parliament for the first time since World War 

11. 

The woman once known as the "climate chancellor" for pushing 
renewables also faces a mass movement of young activists arguing she 

has failed to deal with the climate emergency, with Germany not meeting 

its own emission-reduction commitments. 

The incoming coalition has pledged to improve on that legacy and to take 

a more assertive stance with Russia and China after the commerce

based pragmatism of the Merkel years. 

Merkel became Europe's go-to leader during the eurozone crisis when 

Berlin championed swingeing spending cuts in return for international 

bailout loans for debt-mired countries. 

Angry protesters dubbed her Europe's "austerity queen" and caricatured 

her in Nazi garb, while defenders credit her with holding the currency 

union together. 


