
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

Tourismus / tourism 

A hearty welcome 
to Rothenburg 

This once 'free imperi al city' is known aJI over the world and ranks 
among Germany's most frequented towns. lt lies on a plateau at the in
tersecti on of the so-called 'Romantic Route' 1,275 ft. above sea level. 
Below the town runs the River T auber in its 180 ft deep valley and this 
is the reason why the town has the additional 'ob' or 'above' the Tauber. 
Most of its 12,500 inhabitants both inside and outside the city walls work 
to serve its many tourists. There are 19 hotels, 35 inns and boarding hou
ses and numerous smaller, private concerns offering in all over 2000 
beds. Ninety restaurants, wine taverns and cafes, all over them catering 
for the well-being and enter tainment of their guests. As well as the great 
number of p laces worth visiting within the town i tself, there are several 
walks through delightful countryside. For those who like sport, there are 
tennis courts, riding faci lities, shooting, angling, bowling, a golf course 
and also the possibility to fly. There is also a swimming pool set in wood
land and a neighbouring swimming pool. 

atmosphere of l iving history. 
They walk the ancient streets and 
climb to the top of the town hall 
tower for the grand view of 
Rothenburg's famous red roofs. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, 
this was a Free Imperial City, fat 
and prosperous from trade along 
the River Tauber: Rothenburg ob 
der Tauber means 'Red fortress 
above the Tauber·. In the ideological 

years before World War II. its 
appeararance encapsulated all that 
was quintessentially German. 
Today, it's a great place to shop and 
visit. The place to stay is Hotel 
Eisenhut, part of which dates back 
to the 12th century. 

local Rieslings and M0ller-Thurgau. 
even the rare Black Tauber. 
www tourismus.rothenburg.de • 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber 

The quintessence of medieval, fa.iry-tak charm. This beautifully 

preserved city sits on a bluff in gorgeous countryside, its ancient 

walls following four bends in the Tauber river. Probably attracts as 
many tourists (mostly tour busscs) per square foot as any town in 

Germany; still, if you haven't seen i t you should. Stay overnight and 

avoid some of tl1e crowds. 

Top Sights: Tilman Riemenschneider's fantastic carved wood al

tarpiece in St. Jakobskirche. The Rathaus. 

To Rothenburg: 
Back to the Middle 
Ages. 

205 kilometers by rail and about 
as many by road south-east of 
Frankfurt, you will find the quint
essential medieval Germany: 
Rothenburg. Following its heyday 
in the 14th century, this Imperial 
town one day found itself being 
bypassed by the great highways, 
so that the old townscape with its 
town walls, towers and gates has 
been able to survive down to the 
present day in a coherent form 
that is quite unique in Germany. 
The whole town is a work of art, 
with the highlights along its 
streets and squares: the market 
place with town hall, Herren
strasse, Schmiedgasse, Roder
gasse. The most precious gem in 
the richly adorned St. James's 
Church is an altar by Tilman 
Riemenschneider. 

A suggestion for the more active 
is to cycle through the Tauber 
Valley, from Rothenburg northwest 
to Wertheim. The route takes you 
through beautifu l Franconian 
vineyards. Look out for a decorated 
broom. hanging in a winery 
entrance. It's an invitation to taste. 

But you don't need a bicycle to 
enjoy the wine. The Rothenburg 
Wine Festival takes place in 
August. near the town hall 
(August 14-18). You can sample 

By bus. This tour will take you first 
to WOrzburg, which has one of the 
most magnificent Baroque palaces 
in the country (see below). In 
Rothenburg you have some five 
hours after lunch for a stroll 
through the Middle Ages. Depar
ture : Frankfurt Central Station at 
8.15 a. m., returning at 7 .55 p. m., 
daily from March until early 
November. Reservations at the 
DER travel bureau in Frankfurt Air
port, Hall 8 , Arrivals level. Care to 
stay longer? Then take the train or 
rent a car. 

By rail. W0rzburg and Rothenburg 
are served by the German Rai l
ways, too, of course, so you could 
take the timetable and put your 
own tour together in Tilman 
Riemenschneider country. The 
Railways have an enticing 
"Kurzurlaubsprogramm" for short 
vacations: three, four or seven 
days in Rothenburg. Included in 
the package: first or second class 
rail travel, hotel or boarding house 
with breakfast and a set of vouch
ers for additional services. Travel 
dates: May to October, starting the 
tour on a Thursday or Friday. 
Reservations - the Tuesday 
before departure - at the DER 
travel bureau or the German Rai l
ways desk at the Airport. 


