
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost (Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days (festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days (Reichstadt Festtage). 

Annual Highlight: 

Pentecost 

The "Master Draught" in Rothenburg ob der 

Tauber - that means living history and 

colorful events in front of the unique 

backdrop of this wonderfully preserved, 

medieval town in the romantic Franconia. 

In the exciting and moving stage play 

"Master Draught" 

by Rothenburg' s master glazier and poet 

Adam Harber 

the dramatic and legendary events of the 

year 1631 were performed every year since 

1881. 

Pageants, camp life, market activity and 

numerous events during these days have 

enchanted guests from near and far for more 

than a century. 

The noticeable joy of the Rothenburgers at 

their party, which they are attentive to with 

great dedication and attention to detail, but 

also know how to celebrate, gives this 

historic festival a very special family 

atmosphere. 

At 

Pentecost, 

experience 

the time 

around 

1631 up 

close. In 

our play, 

the great 

historical 

army 

campaign, 

the siege 

and 

much 

more. 

Whitsun Festival 

Rothenburg ob der 

Tauber - this is vivid 

history and 

resplendent, gorgeous 

events in front of the 

unique scenery of this 

medieval town. For 

both Rothenburgers and their guests Whitsun 

Festival is the big event and highlight of the 

year. The dramatic events of 1631 are 

performed every year since 1881 in the 

exciting and suspenseful stage play "Der 

Meistertrunk - The Master Draught". For more 

than a century now, every year splendid 

pageants, coarse camp Life, colourful markets 

and numerous events enchant the guests from 

far and near during this weekend. 

Amateur players perform the 'Meistertrunk' (The Mighty Draught) once 
on Saturday afternoon and twice on the following Sunday and Monday of 
Whit Week in the Kaisersaal of the Town Hall. The Guild of Shepherds 
perform their dance on Sunday, and , as at Easter, Hans Sachs Plays, the 
Puppet Theatre for Adults, as well as concerts both in the Jakobskirche 
and in the open air are offered as additional entertainment. On the 
Monday of this week the visitor may well feel himself transported in time 
back to the Thirty Years' War. Already in the early morning, troops 
march through the town and in the afternoon at about three o'clock, the 
'Historic Army 1631' files through the town from Spitaltor via Spital
gasse, Schmiedgasse and Galgengasse towards Gallows Gate (Galgentor) 
where the participants set up an army encampment. Towards the end of 
this pageant (about seven o'clock in the evening), the troops once more 
march to the Town Hall. 


