
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost (Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days (festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days (Reichstadt Festtage). 

EIN HISTORISCHES SCHAUSPIEL (HISTORICAL PLAY). 
The play is about the remarkable saving of the town on October 31st, 
1631 during the Thirty Years' War. Because of the heavy resistance the 
town bad put against its besiegers, Tilly, general of the invading forces, 
was furious when he finally took the town and vowed as was customary to 
hang every man jack of the city council. All appeals to him for mercy 
were of no avail and the mayor of the city, Biirgermeister Bezold was 
summoned to fetch the executioner. In the meantime , however, the 
general was offered an enormous tankard containing three and half of the 
best Franconian wine (nearly seven pints!). Tilly, on seeing this , there
upon promised to show mercy if one of the councillors could swallow this 
off in one draught. Former Biirgermeister Nusch accepted the challenge 
and succeeded in finishing off the wine in one go to the amzement of Tilly 
who was constrained to keep his promise and so the town's population 
fell to rejoicing. 

The plot of the play 
It's the morning of the 30th of October 1631 in the free imperial city of Rothenburg upon the 
Tauber river. The governing mayor, Bezold, and his town council are discussing the imposing 
situation - the city is surrounded by the emperor's troops under the command of Fieldmarshall 
Johann Tserclaes, Tilly. They have reason to believe that Swedish forces are on their way to help, 
so the council agrees to try to hold on and not surrender. The city commander has sent the last of 
their able men the "Junge Schar" (the young troopers) to fight. 

Messenger's flood the town - councilmen with a storm of defeating reports, so finally retired 
mayor, Nusch, proclaims the end of the battle and hangs out the white flag. 

Drums and Trumpets announce Field Marshall Tilly's triumphant entry along with his officers and 
adherents. The desperate folk of Rothenburg pleas for mercy. Their plea falls on deaf ears, for the 
court martial wants to make an example of the town councilmen against whom they have raised 
qrave accusations. The verdict: Plunde and destroy the city and kill the town council. 

Magdalena, governing-mayor Bezold's niece, pleas 
once again for mercy but to no avail. The Kellermeister's (man in charge of the wine cellars) 
daughter suggests that the defeated offer their conquerors a welcome drink. Her father fills the 3 
1/4 liter glass goblet with local wine and the council presents it to their tormentors. After tasting 
sufficient of the strong wine Tilly suddenly changes his mind offering the city council a last 
chance: "If one of you is able to empty this goblet - in one draught - then I shall be merciful, 
forget all fault. " 

Nusch wants to make the attempt 
- contemplates one last time - then empties the huge goblet swallow for swallow and 
accomplishes what all thought to be impossible. Tilly is impressed and keeps his promise. The play 
closes with the choir, "We fold our hands ..... " 


