
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost (Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days (festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days (Reichstadt Festtage). 

Meistertrunk Sage (Master Draught Legend) 

ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 

The Master Draught Legend 
The setting is the Thirty Years' War and after some bitter fighting, the Catholic imperial troops under 

Count Tilly had just taken control of Protestant Rothenburg. The town folk of Rothenburg did not 

give in easily and Count Tilly was enraged by their violent resistance. He gave orders for the town to 

be plundered and destroyed and for four of the town councillors to be executed. Pleas for mercy fe 

on deaf ears and the Mayor was ordered to fetch the hangman. 

Meanwhile, the count was offered the finest of Franconian wine served in a huge tankard which 

holds 3.25 litres. In jest, he promised to spare the town if one of its councillors could down a full 

tankard of wine in one go. A former mayor, Burgermeister Nusch took up the challenge and 

amazed Tilly by draining the tankard in ten minutes. Tilly kept his promise to spare the town, the 

folks of Rothenburg were jubilant and Mayor Nusch was said to have slept for the next three days. 

The story goes that General Tilly, on 30th October, 1631, after encoun
tering stiff resistance from its citizens was finally able to take the town. 
Accordingly, it was to be plundered and destroyed and its councillors 
executed. On the following day, the keeper of the wine cellar offers Tilly 
a 3¼ litre tankard of heavy Franconian wine as a toast to his arrival* . 
The general for his part is willing to grant the city a pardon provided one 
of the councillors can drink off this beverage in one go . Nusch, a former 
mayor, manages it in ten minutes and so saves the city. It is said that he 
needed three whole days In sleep o f the effects o r this real, hut neverthe-

The Elector's Tankard dated 1616 and 
thought co be 'Welcoming Tankard' of the 
imperial city. The vessel, whose capacity 
is three and a quarter litres or nearly seven 
pints, is at the centre of the story of the 
"Mighty Draught" and can be seen in the 
Reichsstadtmuseum or Imperial City 
Museum. 

less lived to retell the talc for another 37 
years, dying at the age o f 80. 

The Meistertrunk ("Master Draught') 
play in Rothenburg tells the story of 
the town's mayor who, on a bet with 
an enemy general, drank in one gulp 
three-quarters of a gallon of wine, 
thus saving the town from 
destruction. In the town square a 
clock with wooden f igures enacts 
the local legend. 


