
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost (Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days (festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days (Reichstadt Festtage). 

Meistertrunk Sage (Master Draught Legend) 

Everyone in Rothenburg ob der tauber knows about Georg Nusch, the former mayor of the 
town, who took the challenge of drinking 3.25 liters of Franconian wine from a tankard in 
one gulp. He did it and saved Rothenburg from plunder and destruction by Count Tilly and 
his army. 

1631. The war has been raging in the 

country for thirteen long years. 

In the autumn of 1631, the Catholic 

Generalissimo Johann T'Serclaes Imperial 

Count von Tilly with 60,000 men penetrates 

to the walls of the Protestant imperial city 

of Rothenburg ob der Tauber. 

On October 31, the resistance is broken, the 

city stormed and mayors and all councillors 

sentenced to death. A magnificent tankard, 

an unusual trade and an incredible deed, 

bring the happy turn. 

Anno Domini 1631 - the situation in 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber is dire. Sixty 
thousand starving soldiers are about to 
ransack the little town in Germany's 
Franconia. The Catholic general Johann 
Tserclaes von Tilly sends alJ his forces 
against the walls of Protestant Rothenburg. 
Johann is not known for mercy, and when the 
town finally surrenders, everybody expects 
their soon and cruel death. 

In the very last moment, Johann offers the 
town a deal: Should one of the town 
councilors be capable of emptying a goblet 
with 3/4 liter of wine in one go, he would 
spare the town. Brave Mayor Georg Nusch 
takes up the challenge and saves Rothenburg 
and its inhabitants in the very last minute. 

"The Meistertrunk" or"Master Draught" historical play, which originated in the medieval 
town of Rothenburg ob der Tauber, is the pride of the town. The play describes an event in 
1631, when the imperial commander Count Tilly took Rothenburg in the Thirty Years War 
and sentenced the entire town council to death. Then, following a sudden impulse, he 
promised to revoke the death sentence. If one of the councilmen could empty a tankard 
containing about 3 and a half quarts of wine in one draught, then the town would be 
spared. Burgermeister (mayor) Georg Nusch accomplished the feat and rescued the town 
council and the entire town. 

A member of the General's army had filled a large goblet with wine and said: "It contains 
poisin. If someone will drink all of it, the town will be pardoned." Then ex-mayor Nusch 
took the dare and drank the whole goblet without suffering any reaction. 


