
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

Hauptwache (Main Guard) 

The "Hauptwache" (Main Guard) is one of many 

groups of the Historical Festival "The Master Drought" 
While the annual historic Whitsun Festival and Empire city days, we want to enrich our main 

club with vocal and musical performances. 

History 
The Main Guard was the seat of the City 

Guard. City Guard soldiers were also called 

Main Guard. Usually, the Main Guard was built 

next to the town hall. It included also a prison. 

Every evening the ·zapfenstreich" was played, 

which signaled the end of the soldiers' leisure 

time. Then a Guard soldier of the Main Guard 

locked the city gates. The city guard was also 

the regular army of a 'free city'. 

At the time of the thirty years war, the main 

guard was responsible for the defense of 

Rothenburg. When the city was attacked, the 

attackers stand in front of t he city wall. The 

main guard defended their city w ith 

everything they had: they poured hot water or 

oil down on the attacker, they threw stones or 

fired with muskets down on the enemies. 

Jtirgen Emmert 
1 Captain 

Peter Arlt 
2 Captain 

Who we are 
The "main guard" was a pure vocal group 20 

years ago. Since 1995, after other musicians 

were added to the already existing drummer 

and the vocal and musical repertoire evolved 

steadily since then. Today our group consists 

out of 21 soldiers, 8 musicians and two 

captains. 

While our performances we wear historical uniforms, which look Like the clothing in the thirty 

years war. Our focus is the annual Whitsun Festival, as well as the Imperial Cit y Festival at the 

beginning of September. These two events take place in our home town Rothenburg ob der 

Tauber. With our gritty male vocal and musicians we are an interesting group for locals and 

visitors in Rothenburg. 

Our members come mainly from the greater town of Rothenburg ob der Tauber. We are a colorful 

mixed bunch of every age and origin. Our group lives by its enormous team spirit. Therefore the 

cohesion is strengthened by group meetings or singing and music excercises under the year. 


