
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost (Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days (festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days (Reichstadt Festtage). 

"Meistertrunk" Fest ("Master Draught" Festival) 

Everyone, young and old, is familiar wi th the story of brave Mayor Nusch, who, with his legendary 
"Master Draught" saved the town from destruction and the councillors from the death sentence. 

In 1631 during the Thirty Years War, Rothenburg was taken by imperial troops under Count Tilly after 
bitter fighting. Somewhat amused after being handed the welcome drink - a tankard holding over 3 
litres of wine - the Count promised leniency if one of the town citizens could drink the whole tankard 
in one draught. Nusch took up the challenge and thereby saved his town. 

This episode was first performed as a festival play in 1881. Every Whitsun this event is recreated 
when hundreds of citizens dress up in period costume and take part in the "Master Draught", as well 
as a historical procession and a variety of military camps. 

The "Meistertrunk Festspiel" (Master Draught play) is a unique historical spectacle. On 
Whitsunday, a vast military parade takes place. The parade is led by children of the town, 
as well as the people of Rothenburg, and entirely recreates the events of past days. 
Wagons, weapons of the 30 Years War, carriages, and costumes can be seen during the 
festival. 

The Festival also includes colorful markets, music, games, entertainment, Bavarian beer 
gardens, and a lot more. Since 2016, the "Meistertrunk" play belomgs to the cultural 
heritage of UNESCO at the federal level. 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 

One of the highlight festivals in Rothenburg is The Master Draught Festival or Festspiel Der 

Meistertrunk. Every year since 1881, the citizens of Rothenburg have been celebrating Der 

Meistertrunk a historical festival based on a legend of how the brave Mayor Nusch saved 

Rothenburg from destruction in October 1631 . 


