
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost (Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days (festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days (Reichstadt Festtage). 

"Meistertrunk" Fest ("Master Draught" Festival) 

From Rothenburg to Oberammergau -
The Historical Festival Pageants 

Among these there are historical festival pageants on 
open-air stages or even regularly recurring historical 
plays performed in the city itself. One such histor ical 
festival performance is the "Master Drink" ("Meister
trunk" in German) in Rothenburg-ob-der'.Iauber. In 
t his hiscorical play the well-preserved old town (which. 
as i~ the case with so many well-preserved cowns in 
Germany, owesjcs preservation to che loss of economic 

importance since the 16th century) is included in the 
product ion. As early as 1880 che city fathers of Ro
chenburg wanted to do something to attract tourists 
and so they created che "Master Drink" (premiere 
1881). It cells the story of how the city was saved from 
imminent destruction in 1631 during the Thirty Years 
War by a ITN)yor who was abl~ to hold his liquor. 

Young and old know it - the story of brave Mayor Nusch, who 1631, w ith his legendary "Master 

Draught" saved the town form destruction and the councillors from death sentence. The 

Historical Master Draught Festival. covers a four day weekend, Friday throughout Monday. Each 

of these four days is characterized through its own variety of activities. The peaceful city on 

Friday, the besieged city Saturday, the free city Sunday and the fortunate, happy city on Monday. 

The heart of all activities is the Historical Play "The Master Draught" by Adam Harber which 

premiered in 1881. 

The best known examples in th.ts 
country are the "Meister trunk" to
gether w ith the historical shepherds· 
dance in Rothenburg ob der Tauber 
between June and August and the 
"Kinde.rzeche" in Dinkelsbiihl whim 
this year takes place from July 13-22. 

The 'Meistertrunk' in Rothenburg o.d.T. - that means living history and colourful events in front of the unique backfrop of 
this medieval town. Jn the entralling and poignant stage play, 'Der Mei.stertrunk' (The Master Draught), the dramatic events 
of 1631 are re-enacted every year, telling the sory of the time when Nusch, the old Mayor, saved the town from destruction 
by drinking all of his huge tankard. 

Pageants, life in a military encampment, markets and numerous events have been enchanting guests from near and far for 
more than a centruy. The evident pleasure that the people ofRotbenburg take in their festival, which they run with so much 
commitment and loving attention Lo detail, whilst still enjyoing it themselves, gives these historic plays a very special. 
fami ly atmosphere. 

Every person living in Rothenburg knows the story of how. in 1631 during 

the Thirty Years War. brave Mayor Nusch saved the town from destruction 

and the city councillors from death by drinking nearly a gallon of w ine 

w ithout stopping until the mug was empty. This Legendary act is known as 

the "Master Draught" and today is celebrated during the Master Draught 

festival. 


