
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Fest 

"MEISTERTRUNK" / "MAYOR'S DRINK" 

ein historisches Schauspiel in Rothenburg ob der Tauber in Bayern 
It is a historical pageant performed in this Bavarian town during Pentecost {Pfingsten), on 

second Sunday in July during Summer Festival Days {festliche Sommertage), and in 
September during Imperial City Festival Days {Reichstadt Festtage). 

"Meistertrunk" Fest ("Master Draught" Festival) 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber is renowned for its preserved medieval fac;ade, and the annual festival re

enacting the plight of the town in 1631 in the light of the Thirty Years War is made only more 

authentic by Rothenburg's picturesque backdrop. 

The city puts on an impressive range and volume of events over the Pentecost weekend in order to 

commemorate the its fall following a siege and how it was then saved by its mayor at the time. 

According to legend, the city mayor managed to drink 3 ¼ litres of wine in one go, impressing 

General Tilly so much that he decided to spare the city. 

The events of 1631 have been re-enacted in the city annually since 1881 and the highlight of the 

weekend is without a doubt the famed 'Master Draught' play, which is performed every evening of 

the festival. 

-
Where? The Hist01ical Meistertrunk Festival is found throughout the old city of 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber. The main locations are the Festwiese and Kaisersaal. 

What? Tmmerse yourself in the days of yore: Each year on Pentecost weekend the 
festival retells a story from the Thirty Years' War of when the city was conquered 
by the troops of General Tilly and only saved from destruction by the city mayor 
Nusch. It is said that Nusch impressed the enemy general by drinking 3 1/4 liters 
in one go. The story is retold by historical groups throughout the city and, in 
particular, in multiple theater performances in the Kaisersaal. 

Fun fact: The festival was added to the UNESCO German list of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage in 2014. 


