
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

ein typischer mittelalterlicher Ort/ typical medieval town 

atmosphere of living history. 

They walk the ancient streets and 

climb to the top of the town hall 

tower for the grand view of 
Rothenburg's famous red roofs. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries. 

this was a Free Imperial City, fat 

and prosperous from t rade along 

the River Tauber: Rothenburg ob 

der Tauber means 'Red fortress 

above the Tauber'. In the ideological 

years before World War 11 , its 
appeararance encapsulated all that 

was quintessentially German. 

Today, it's a great place to shop and 

visit. The place to stay is Hotel 
Eisenhut, part of which dates back 

to the 12th century. 

A suggestion for the more active 
is to cycle through the Tauber 

Valley, from Rothenburg northwest 

to Wertheim. The route takes you 

through beautiful Franconian 

vineyards. Look out for a decorated 

broom, hanging in a winery 

entrance. It's an invitation to taste. 

Hotel ,,Goldener_ Hirsch, Haus Schild / 

,,Hotel Golden Deer" sign 

Town 

The Rathaus (town hall) is a notable renaissance building. The rear Gothic part of the building 

dates from 1250, and the attached front Renaissance building was started in 1572. This building 

served as the seat of government for the city-state during the medieval ages and for the city of 

Rothenburg since the formation of the federalist government. The town hall tower of Rothenburg 

ob der Tauber is one of the only accessible towers in the town of Rothenburg. The other is the 

Roedertor tower at the east end of the city and is open daily for visitors to climb_E6] It is almost 61 

meters (200 feet) tall. At the top of the tower, an admission fee of 2 euros is charged to enter the 

room with a scenic view of almost the entire town. The room also contains manuscripts providing 

the visitor with historical information about the construction and relevant history of the city wall. 

While buildings within the walled city reflect the city's medieval history, this part of the city is in 

many ways a normal, modern German town with some concession to the tourist trade. Many 

stores and hotels catering to tourists are clustered around the Town Hall Square and along several 

major streets (such as Herrngasse, Schmiedgasse). Also in the town is a Criminal Museum, 

containing various punishment and torture devices used during the Middle Ages. A staple pastry of 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber is the Schneeball, deep-fried dough shaped lil<e a snowball and covered 

in either confectioner's sugar or chocolate. 


