
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG 08 DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

closing time to soak it all in. 
Consisting of27,000 square feet of 

displays and exhibits, covering eight 
centuries, the museum is housed in a 
1258 Dominican nunnery and even

tually purchased by the city in 1936. 
It features sculptures, paintings, 
weapons and armor, artisan craft

work like pottery, pewter objects, 

molds and locks, Jewish items, coins 
and more. The weapons portion of 
the museum alone represents more 
than 1,000 objects dating from the 
Stone Age to the 19th century. 

One special museum exhibit is a 
well-preserved 13th century con
vent kitchen, believed to be the 
oldest kitchen of its kind. Also, the 
1494 panels of the Rothenburg Pas
sion created by local painter Marti
nus Schwarz, which depicts the suf
fering of Christ, is a highlight of the 

institution. 

CHRISTMAS MUSEUM 
For the next hidden jewel, find the 

Kathe vVohlfahrt store across from the 
Marketplatz. Outside on the street is 
parked an old-fashioned red and black 
bus with wrapped gifts on the roof. 
The bus, and thus the store, is easy to 

find, and well-trafficked, but once in
side, to find the unheralded treasure, 
enter a door that takes you up a flight 
of wooden stairs guarded by two dec
orated Christmas trees. 

At the top another world is re
vealed- a museum filled with Christ

mas magic. With a dark deep bluish 
background, the large illuminated 
displays feature Cluistmas trees; man
gers; colorful ornaments made of 
cotton wool, cardboard, wire and 
glass; and a collection of Santas dat
ing between 1880 and 1950. There 

are also incense burners; items from 
the Erzgebirge region; giant Christ
mas pyramids and elaborate Christ
mas tree stands. 

Additionally the museum features 
more than 150 Santa Claus figures 
on display, old Chrism1as paintings 
and photos, drawings and adver
tisements prior to 1950. I t's an ad
ditional highlight of Rothenburg 
worth a long visit. 

SOUTHERNMOST WINERY 
Another little-known fact is that 

Rothenbmg is Germany's southern
most Franken or Franconian appel
lation. On Plonlein street, visit the 
Weingut Glocke hotel, restaurant 
and store, housed in a 13th cenmry 


