
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

For more than 1,000 years, 
pilgrims have been hiking to 
Santiago de Compostela on 

their journey to that city's famous 
cathedral. Unknown to most visitors 
to the 13th century city of Rothen
burg ob der Tauber, six pilgrim paths 
converge here, and as many as 1,000 
pilgrims pass through annually. 

The paths are just one of eight un
expected treasures of this medieval 

walled city that don't command a 
lot of attention, but together these 
covert jewels provide greater insight 
into why Rothenburg attracts an in
credible 1.5 million visitors each year. 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber 
Each year this medieval stunner 
entices and enchants visitors in 
a way few other cities can. 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
The central meeting point for pil

grims in Rothenburg is St. James 
Church, built by citizens of the city 
in the 14th and 15th century. Says 
Rev. Oliver Gussmann, "The most 
interesting thing for me is to talk 
to the pilgrims. Very often they ask 
me to give them the pilgrim's bless
ing near the big bronze statue of St. 
James in front of our chmch." 

Two years ago, Rothenburg was 
named the German capital of the 
European Society for the St . James 
Way, and Rothenburg is also situated 
at the crossroads of the well-known 

I 

Romantic Road anct Castle Road 
tourism routes, which tl1ousands of 
people follow every year. 

IMPERIAL TOWN MUSEUM 
A second hidden jewel in Rothen

berg isn' t really hidden, but it's a 
few blocks away from the main com
mercial streets. When I was there I 
was perhaps tl1e only visitor in tl1e 
cavernous Impeiial Town Museum, 
where you can experience the past 
up close and personal. This beauti
fo.l and tranquil museum presents 
an impressive array of historical and 
cultural ai-tifacts, and I lingered until 


