
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

Jakobskirche (St. Jacob's Church) 
Access to this mighty place of worship is via a passage below the west 
choir. More than a hundred years of work elapsed on this, Rothenburg's 
main church, before it was finally consecrated in the year 1448. Built in 
the high Gothic style with open tower tops , its massive form dominates 
Rothenburg's skyline. 
A closer look allows us to appreciate the details of Gothic building. It is 
typical in that it has slim windows; its tall pillars and steeples all 
emphasize one another in striving upwards in aspiration towards God. 
This, Rothenburg's parish church, was first erected by the Knights of the 

German Order on the site of a former parish church and sister church to 
that in the older settlement of Detwang. The money for its erection 
however was put up by the citizens of Rot hen burg and because of its long 
drawn-out time of building, there were naturally quite a number of 
architects and planners involved in its construction. Legend has it that 
when the towers were constructed , the south tower was built by the 
master himself and the more slender north tower by his apprentice. 'As it 
happened , the latter was a better piece of work than that put up by the 
master and in a fit of anger be threw himself from the tower and was 
killed. 
E ntry to the church is through the south porch and as we do so we catch 
sight of the richly-decorated 'Bridal Door' to our right. ff we have found 
the exterior of the church impressive enough, the inside now offers us if 
anything an even more impressive scene. There are a number of out
standing examples of German Gothic artistry, ail of whose enormous 
creative energy is dedicated to exclusively decorating this place of 
worship. On looking around for a moment, we see that pointed arcades 
combine the high central nave with the lower aisles, while above them 
the walls are light and unadorned, having slim pillars only which lead 
over to what is called crossvaulting. 

S1. Jakob's Church showing che richly-decorated bridal porch on its south 

side. 

St. Jakobs Kirche (St . .lames's Church) showing the nave and choir. the 
Altar of the Twelve Apostles and its co/0111fi.t.l, m edieval windows. 


