
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

History 
up the town, ignoring the order of Hitler for all towns to fight to the end and thereby saving it from 
total destruction by artillery. American troops of the 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Division 
occupied the town on April 17, 1945, and in November 1948, McCloy was named an honorary 
citizen (German: Ehrenbii.rger) of Rothenburg. 

Post-war reconstruction 

Around 40% of Rothenburg ob der Tauber, mainly in the eastern half of the town, had to be 
repaired or rebuilt after being bombed in World War II (Closer to 30% of the old town's area 
would have been completely destroyed and subsequently rebuilt from the ground up). M8?y of the 
rebuilt facades can now be distinguished from the surviving medieval structures as bemg more 
plain, since the reconstruction aimed not to replicate exactly w?a~ stood befor~, but _only to rebuild 
in the same style as the surviving buildings, so that the new buildmgs would sbll fit rnto the overall 
aesthetic of the town.rs] Any surviving walls of bombed-out buildings were kept in their 
reconstructed facades as much as possible. In the case of more significant or iconic structures, 
such as the town hall ( whose roof was destroyed) and parts of the town wall, restoration to their 
original state was done as accurately as possible, and these now appear exactly as they had before 
the war. Donations for the rebuilding works in Rothenburg were received from all over the world, 
and rebuilt parts of the walls feature commemorative bricks with donor names. 

While much of tl1e eastern portion of Rothenburg was destroyed or damaged in World War II and 
has been subsequently restored, the older western section from which the medieval town 
originated (and which contains most of the town's historic monuments) did not suffer from the 
bombing. Thus, most of the buildings in the west and south of Rothenburg still exist today in their 
original medieval or pre-war state. It is also noteworthy that while the eastern walls and towers did 
receive bomb damage, they (unlike the houses in that part of town) remained relatively intact 
(many even survived completely) due to their sturdy stone construction. In most cases, only the 
less-stable upper portions and roofs of these eastern towers and walls needed to be rebuilt, while 
the majority of their stone bases and walls are preserved in their original state to this day. 

The most striking feature of the town itself is that remnants of the first town wall are still 
visible. As far back as the twelve century, the town's inhabitants felt a need to encircle 
their native town, so as to protect it from the outside world. Today, after many centuries, 
the people can still feel that a safe and solitary seclusion exists in a world of increasing 
population. 


