
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

Geschichte / history 

The citizens of the city and the Knights of the Hinterland build the Franziskaner (Franciscan) 
Monastery and the Holy Ghost Hospital (1376/78 incorporated into the city walls). The German 
Order began the building of St. James' Church, which the citizens have used since 1336. The Heilig 

Blut (Holy Blood) pilgrimage attracted many pilgrims to Rothenburg, at the time one of the 20 
largest cities of the Holy Roman Empire. The population was around 5,500 people within the city 
walls and another 14,000 in the 150 square miles (390 km2

) of the surrounding territory. 

The Staufer Castle was destroyed by an earthquake in 1356, the St. Blaise chapel is the last 
remnant today. 

The Thirty Years' War 

In October 1631, during the Thirty Years' War, the Catholic 
- - - - -

Johann Tserclaes, Count of Tilly, wanted to quarter his 40,000 

The Meistertrunk scene in the 

astronomical clock of the 

Ratstrinkstube 

troops in Protestant Lutheran Rothenburg. Rather than allow 
entrance, the town defended itself and intended to withstand a 
siege. However, Tilly's troops quickly defeated Rothenburg, 
losing only 300 soldiers. A popular legend called the 
Meistertrunk states that when General Tilly condemned the 
councilmen to death and was set to burn the city down, the 
councilmen tried to sway him with a large drink of 3 1/ 4 liters 
wine. Tilly proclaimed that if anyone could drink it all in one 
drink, he would spare the city. The mayor at the time, Georg 
Nusch, succeeded, and General Tilly kept his word. However, after the winter, they left the town 
poor and nearly empty, and in 1634 a bubonic _plague outbreak killed many more townsfolk. 
Without any money or power, Rothenburg stopped growing, thus preserving its 17th-century state. 

19th century 

Since 1803, the town has been a part of Bavaria. The famous German landscape painter Eugen 
Bracht visited Rothenburg in 1877; although he stayed only two days, he was clearly impressed.[2

] 

Some years later, especially artists of Romanticism, such as Hans Thoma and Carl Spitzweg, 
visited Rothenburg, too, followed by the first tourists. Laws were created to prevent major changes 
to the town. In 1884 Johann Friedrich (von) Hessing built up till 1903 the "Hessingsche Wildbad". 

Nazi Germany & World War II 

Rothenburg held a special significance for Nazi ideologists. For them, it was the epitome of the 
German 'Home Town', representing all that was quintessentially German. Throughout the 1930s, 
the Nazi organization KDF (Kraft durch Freude) "Streng!h through Joy" organized regular day 
trips to Rothenburg from all across the Reich. This initiative was staunchly supported by 
Rothenburg's citizenry - many of whom were sympathetic to National Socialism - both for its 


