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EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

Geschichte / history 

A short summary of the history of Rothenburg 

The founding of a castle. 
The Earl of Rothenburg dies without issue and his line dies 
with him . Heinrich van Rothenburg gives the castle to the 
monastery at Comburg. 
Emperor Heinrich V bestows the settlement upon his 
nephew, Duke Konrad von Schwaben (Swabia) and so 
Rothenburg passes into the possession of the Hohenstaufen 
family. 
Konrad becomes king. 
The 'Hohen-Staufenburg Rothenburg' .is built. 
Konrad dies. His nephew, Friedrich I "Barbarossa", 
becomes king, at this time "the child of Rothenburg", since 
he is only eight years of age. 
Friedrich, now 13, is knighted and becomes the new Duke 
of Rothenburg. -
Friedrich the "Pair", as he is now called, helps his cousin, 
Friedrich 1, to drive the pope, Alexander III, from Rome 
and dies there of a fever. Rothenburg falls to Emperor 
Friedrich, who allows the town to be ruled by sheriffs . 
The building of the first city walls begins. The Burgtor, 
Weil3er Turm, Markusturm and Roderbogen are still intact 
today. 
A Dominican priory is founded. 
Rothenburg becomes a free imperial city under King 
Rudolf of Habsburg. The first extension of the city walls is 
undertaken to bring the newly settled residential area of 
tradesmen within its protective embrace. 
Rothenburg receives the right to form its own alliances from 
Emperor Ludwig the Bavarian. 
An earthquake destroys the entire fortifications, leaving 
only the "great house of the Duke", the Chapel of St. 
Blaise, which remain intact. 

1505 The eastern side of the Town HalJ is completely destroyed 
by fire . 

1525 The Peasants' War. Rothenburg allies itself to the peasants' 
leader, Florian Geyer. After defeat suffered from a prince's 
army, Geyer's protagonists undergo a mass execution at the 
hands of Casimir von Ansbach. The holy mass is once more 
introduced. 

1544 Introduction of the Protestant church service now made 
official. 

1572 The foundation stone is laid for the Renaissance building of 
the Town Hall, the most important building in the town. 

Tilly, general of rhe imperinl 
forces during the Thirly Years· 
War. The legend of 1he "Mighly 
Dm/lght" came inro being when 
he conquered rhe ci1y in 1631. 

The building of St. Jakob's Church begun, completed 1510. 1618--48 
The second extension fo the city now encloses the Spital 

The Thirty Years' War. In 1618 the Protestant ''Union" met 
in the city. In 1631 the town is besieged and taken by Tilly 
and then in 1634 and 1645 by Piccolomini and Turenne 
respectively. According to legend, Nusch's so-caJled "Mas
ter Drink" (Meistertrunk) saved the city from wholesale 
destruction. The effects of war reduce the city to a nonen
tity. 

district within its walls. 
The city experiences its heyday with Toppler as powerful 
lord mayor and officer general of the cities of UJm, 
Nordlingen, and Dinkelsbiihl. 
War of the cities involves Rothenburg in a siege led by 
Count Friedrich von Niirnberg (Nuremberg) and the 1802 
Bishop of Wiirzburg. Everything lying outside the city walls 1905 
is razed to the ground and utterly destroyed. 
The Peace of Mergentheim brings tribulation to Rothen- 1945 
burg's citizens. Mayor Toppler is taken prisoner and left to 
die in a dungeon. after 1945 

Rothenburg becomes part of Bavaria. 
The town is connected to other parts of the region by 
railway. 
Rothenburg is partially destroyed by bombs. An American 
general hinders its total destruction . 
The town is rebuilt in the old style . The destroyed fortifica
tions are restored with the support of friends and well
wishers from all parts of the world . 


