
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

EIN BLICK NACH BAYERN / A GLANCE AT BAVARIA 

EIN BLICK AUF ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(A LOOK AT THE TOWN OF ROTHENBURG ABOVE THE TAUBER RIVER) 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber-a Medieval Gem 

ping, start at 9:00 a.m. when the 
shops first open. Everyone else will 
be standing in Market Square staring 
at their maps, waiting for their 
groups and trying to make decisions 
about their day. You will have the 
shops to yourself. If you need more 
time to shop, think about going 
between noon and 1:00 p .m., or 
between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
when people are clearing out of the 
shops and into the restaurants. Plan 
your lunch for either 11:00 a.m. or 
2:00 p.m. to avoid the crowds. If you 
get hungry before that, you can 
always grab a snack at any one of the 
many delightful bakeries around 
town. Al though the Schneeballe 
(snowballs ) - deep-fried sugar
dipped balls of pastry dough - are 
Rothenburg's claim to fame, I highly 
recommend the Waldmeister ice 
cream. lt is green and it is good_ I 
have no idea what is in it but it is like 
no ice cream I have ever tasted. Just 
try it. Better yet, put some on yo ur 
Schneeball. [Waldmeister is 
woodruff (asperula odorata), a whi te 
blooming, flavorful herb found in 
forests and used by Germans for fla
voring in the summer. Ed.] 

Late morning or midday is an 
excellent time to visit the Reichsstadt 
Museum (Imperial City Museum). If 
you have time to visit only one muse
um in Rothenburg, make it this one. 
A former convent, it is p leasantly 
cool on a hot summer day and is full 
of unusual treasures. For example, 
visit the life-size statue of Moses, dat
ing from the 14th century. If you are 
wondering what is on his head, those 
are horns. Was the sculptor implying 
that Moses was evil? Actually, i t is 
quite the opposite. The h orns 
should have been the rays of light 
commonly portrayed around the 
heads of saints. In the book of Exo-

dus (34:29) it is written that Moses' 
face shined b rightly after talking 
with God and receiving the Ten 
Commandments. However, when St. 
Jerome was translating th e Old Tes
tament into Latin, he confused the 
Hebrew verb for "shine" with the 
word for "horned": "Videbant Jaciem 
Moysi esse comat-um," which translates 
as, "They say that Moses' face was 
homed." As a result, in the medieval 
world, a horned head could repre
sent divinity, power, or horror, and 
many religious sculptures and paint
ings of the time show horns on the 
heads of their holy subjects. 

As you continue with your muse
um visit, be sur e to see the art 
gallery. Rothenburg owes its rebirth 
to the artists whose pictures are dis
played on those walls. A town that 
fell into disrepair and poverty after 

the Middle Ages, Rothenburg was 
rediscovered by artists dming the 
second half of the 19th century. 
Their work captures the spirit of a 
town left behind by time: some of 
the pictures will haunt you. And do 
not forget to see the famous Elec
tor's Tankard, wh.ich has a capacity 
of about 7 pints (3.25 liters). The 
accompanying tale tells us that dur
ing the Thirty Years ' War, Mayor 
Nusch used the massive drinking 
glass to save the town from invading 
forces which planned to execute 
every member of the city council. 
The leader of the invasion, General 
Tilly, said he would spare the lives of 
all if one m an could drain the 
tankard of wine in one draught. 
Mayor Nusch rose to the challenge, 
astounded the general and saved the 


