
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL oeutschland 

IN DEPTH: What are the histories behind German city names? 

Kain (Cologne) 

The origins of the name of the western German city with the famous dome, is actually quite easy to 

understand in English. The name Cologne is derived from the Latin name of the city - Colonia 

Claudia Ara Agrippinensium (Claudian Colony and Sacrificial Side of the Agrippinensians). 

The Aggripinensians were a Roman noble family, named after the wife of emperor Claudius, 

Agrippina. Colonia, as it was usually called, was the Roman colony in the Rhineland and the 

headquarters of the military in the region. First records of the city date back as far as about 60 BC. 

The name Colonia found its way into history at around 50 AC. Over the years, the name Colonia 

went through some changes - during that time, it was called Coellen, Collen, Colin, Coln and 

eventually Kain in 1919. In the regional dialect - Kolsch - Cologne is called "Kolle." 

Kassel 

It isn't quite clear where the name Kassel has its origins, but there are theories. The first 

documented mentions of the royal court Chassalla date back to the 10th century. Chassalla 

became Cassel and in 1926 Kassel. 

The content of these documents, however, stands in no context with the city. For about 400 years 

now, there are different explanations of how the city Kassel got its name. The most popular one is 

the connection to the Latin word castellum/castella, which is a word for a Roman fortification. 

However, there is another, more modern theory: The name could also be a composition of the 

Germanic words kas-, which means hollow and -sella, which is a derivation of sali/seli, which 

means building. If you translate that and put it into context, Kassel could mean "Building near a 

hollow." This theory could mean that the name of the city has a far longer history than suspected up 

until now. 


