
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

BUNDESLAND BAYERN / PROVINCE OF BAVARIA 

What happened to Hitler's power center at Obersalzberg? 

Obersahberg became a place of pilgrimage: Pwple came in droves to rheer the 'Ftihrer' '· 

Turned into a place of remembranc°e 

One can 1~ all of this at the Obersalzberg Documentation Center, which was established in 1999 as a place oflearning and remembrance and 

has now been expanded, via a 1,000-square-meter building. 

The original building was designed for a maxi.mum of 40,000 visitors a year and has long since become too cramped for the throngs of tourists 

from all over the world. Above all, many want to know where exactly Hitler lived on the grounus, but not much is left of the original buildings. 

A large part of the complex on Obe~berg was destroyed in a bombing raid by the British Royal Air Force on April 25, 1945. 

On May 4, the US Army moved into Berchtesgaden - and remained stationed there until 1995. 

After the final withdrawal of the American troops, the state of Bavaria wanted to put an end to the "wild" Hitler tourism, and especially prevent 

pilgrimages by far-right followers. A luxury hotel and a documentation center were therefore built at the historic site to channel tourist and 

polit ical interest. 

The "Hotel zum Tilrkeo" was spared the bombing raids and was returned to the heirs of its original owner, Karl Schuster. It had been 

expropriated by the Nazis, as early as 1949 - including the bunkers built underneath. While Hitler himself had not resided here, as is often 

falsely claimed, the Reich Securily Service responsible for his personal protection did as well as men from the SS (or Gestapo) sometimes. 

Earlier this year, the hotel was sold to a long-established Berchtesgaden business family; the building's future fate remains unce1tain. 


