
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

Regensburg's new museum of Bavarian history 

1800 - 1825: "Bavaria 
Becomes a Kingdom." 

This first generation ex
plains the end of the Holy Ro
man Empire and how Bavaria 
turned against Austria, its 
former ally, to side with Na
poleon and be elevated to the 
status of a kingdom. In 1806, 
the all-mighty monasteries 
of Bavaria were secularized 
and Bavaria crowned her first 
king, Maximilian I. Joseph. In 
his portrait, the monarch rests 
his hand on the constitution 
of the new realm. Another 
painting shows the wedding 
that same year of Napoleon's 
stepson with Max Joseph's 
daughter. These grand images 
contrast with a collection of 
votive paintings from church
es which betray how the rural 
population suffered the effects 
of war, illness and famine. 

r 

1850 - 1875: "The Royal Drama of Ludwig II:" 
King Ludwig II bled the treasury to bu ild his castles 

Neuschwanstein, Linderhof and Herrenchiemsee. The Re
gensburg collection includes a horse-drawn sleigh that car
ried the weird, reclusive "Moon King" on snowy night rides. 
To light the way, a golden nymph holds two lamps that were 
powered by electric light bulbs. Ludwig ll's reign was again 
a time of war and suffer
ing . Bavaria and Austria 
were defeated by Prus
sia in 1866. In 1871 Ba
varia was battling again 
against France, this time 
on the winning side in 
alliance with the North 
German Confederation. 
We see that Bavaria was 
already developing modern tools of war, such as an Augs
burg-made cannon that could shoot 400 times per minute. 
In 1886, the king was declared insane. Soon after, he and his 
psychiatrist were found drowned in Lake Starnberg (Lake 
Wurm at the time). What really happened is still a myste ry. 
Ludwig II, a legend in his own time, became for all time the 
most iconic Bavarian. 


