
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

BUNDESLAND BAYERN / PROVINCE OF BAVARIA 

Why Bavaria does politics differently to the rest of Germany 

There are tens of thousands of Bavarians who make good money in stable job~ They 
do~'t_ like change, unless it's a tax break. Many may be less swayed by the social 
pollc1es of the CSU than they are by fiscal responsibility arguments. 

A Green surge? 

Yet, it might be that socially liberal conservatives are tired of waiting for the climate 
crisis to be addressed or are sickened by CSU attempts to counter the rise of the far
right AfD by adopting similar rhetoric. Although both the SPO and the FOP have made 
gains, recent polls have shown that the Greens are the main beneficiaries of the CSU's 
decreasing vote percentage. 

Nationally, the Green party has surged from the 2017 Federal election, in Bavaria 
they've gone from 9.8 percent to 16 percent. When questioned, Bavarians have stated 
they would like to see a CSU/Green coalition, with the CSU in the driving seat. 

Bavaria hasn't escaped the effects of climate change in recent months. Could a surge in environmental 
awareness a/so be behind the change? -

Another factor in the shift may well be young voters. It's clear at the-national level that 
there is a severe divide between voters under-40 looking for more liberal approaches to 
government and the 60+ electorate that still support the CDU. 

Although the CSU will likely remain the largest party in Bavaria come Sunday, things 
may be changing. Bavaria seems to be following the trend across Germany, more 
voters are moving away from the traditional parties of GOU/CSU and SPD and toward 
smaller parties such as the Greens, FOP or loose groupings such as the Freie 
Wahler, who could be set to pick up around three percent of the national vote. 

Should the CSU vote percentage drop below 30 percent, it could signal that although 
Bavaria continues to have more in common culturally with Austria than Germany, 
politically it is very much German. 


