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Why Bavaria does politics differently to the rest of Germany 
The blame game 

When political parties start haemorrhaging votes, it's traditional to look for someoneor 
something to blame. If the CSU is one thing, it's traditional, and Markus Soder and his 
supporters have come up with various explanations. 

Some of the blame has fallen on the shoulder of the unpopular Armin Laschet, CDU & 
CSU chancellor candidate. Others have pointed to Markus Soder's approach to the 
pandemic, which saw Bavaria adopt some of the toughest restrictions in Germany, from 
mask mandates to curfews. 

We'll have to wait until the exit polls on Sunday, but if the CSU do drop below 30 
percent it will continue a downward trend that's not only been playing out in national 
politics. Bavaria's state elections have also seen the CSU vote fall from the high of 60 
percent in 2008 to 47 percent in 2018. 

Who's to blame? Lackadaisical Laschet or Soder with his strict Jockdown rules? 

Bavaria has always been the state of tradition and conservatism, but as the polls show, 
it may well be far more liberal than people think. This has certainly been my experience. 
Through work I've met hundreds of Bavarians from various backgrounds and I can 
count on my hands the ones who would neatly confirm to the Bavarian stereotype. 

Sure, many of them voted and possibly still vote for the CSU but that doesn't 
necessarily equate to the conservative mindset that many may think. 

Some Bavarians vote for the CSU simply because they know they will look out for 
Bavarian interests in the Bundestag, as they have done for decades. I and many others 
many not agree with the politics of the CSU, but few would disagree that they haven't 
used their political clout to make sure that Bavaria isn't forgotten in Berlin. 

Of course, that may also be overly optimistic. Bavaria is the second wealthiest state, 
with high rates of employment and some of Germany's largest industrial concerns and 
automobile manufacturers based there. 


