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Why Bavaria does politics differently to the rest of Germany 
When it comes to politics and culture, Bavaria is a German state like no other. But 
beyond the usual social stereotypes, its love affair with the conservatives is far 
more complex than it appears, writes Nie Houghton . 

... 
Bavarian state premier and CSU leader Markus Soder and CDU c~ancellor ~ndid~te Armin Laschet enjoy a 

plate of sausages in Nuremburg on the election campaign trail. 

For many political parties within Germany, winning 37 percent of the vote in a single 
state would be cause for celebration and the popping of champagne corks. 

In Bavaria, this very same result, achieved by the CSU - the sister party of the CDU -
during the Bavarian state elections in 2018, was met with headlines about a historic 
humiliation. 

The champagne remained on ice. Bavaria's largest party was in no mood to celebrate. 
Their leader, Markus Soder, described the election as a "difficult day" despite the fact 
that his party had beaten all others by a considerable margin and was in the process of 
forming a new government. 

Why was Bavaria's largest party so despondent? 

Well, since 1954, the CSU had never gained less than 40 percent of the vote. It was a 
hot streak that lasted decades. What looks like success in other German states looks 
very much like failure in Bavaria. 

The normal measurements 
of politics don't really apply 
in Bavaria. It's just another 
of the many points of 
difference between 

Germany's most southern 
state and the 15 
other Bundeslander. 

It's a common joke that 
Bavaria has more in 
common with Austria than it 

does with the rest of the 
country, which is odd given 
that many of the most 
popular stereotypes about 
Germany originate there. 

List three things everyone knows about Germany. Go on, I'll wait. Sausages, beer and 
lederhosen? Maybe you're thinking of Oktoberfest? The mountains maybe? Well, 
barring the sausages, which are a staple across the country, all the others are firmly 
Bavarian in origin. Bavaria is Germany to the outside world , within Germany Bavaria is 
an aberration. 


