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Was trinken die Deutschen? das Bier, die Biere 

BAMBERG: A PIECE _OF LIVING HISTORY 
space in the initial town settlement on the Cathedral bill, 
local traders decided to found a new town quarter on the 
other side of the river, on the so called "island". Since then 
the Old Town Hall has functioned as a link between the 
two parts of the town, marking a virtual border between 
the City on the Hill and the Island City rather than a solu
tion to the conflict between the bishop and his burghers. 
Today, scrutinizing the frescoes and motifs adorning the 
facades of the Old Town Hall can be a particularly striking 
experience - especially when darkness has just descended 
on the city and a spotlight has been cast on the walls mak
ing it looks like all the motifs and figures have come alive. 
In later years, the appearance of the Old Town Hall under
went some changes: in 1755, a Bamberg sculptor designed 
the Rococo balconies with coats of arms at the top; two 
centuries later, in 1960, a small half-timbered house from 
1668 was renovated, returning it to its original colorful ap
pearance. The entire construction is reminiscent of a ship 
dashing through the stormy waters of the Regnitz-and is 
an absolute must see. 

After crossing the Town Hall Bridge, you can immerse 
yourself in the magnificent atmosphere of the Island City. 
Today, it is both a residential district and one ofBamberg's 
bustling centres with weekly markets, a pedestrian zone 
interspersed with numerous trendy boutiques, historical 
buildings, restaurants and pavement cafes offering any
thing from traditional Franconian food to haute cuisine. 
Island City is the most beloved part of the town and is 
appreciated for its central location and easy accessibility. At 
the same time, dominated by churches and complemented 
by gardens and romantic architecture, it is a pulsating and 
lively meeting point with its cultural traditions and great 
selection of entertaining activities. 
If you are on the lookout for more spiritual nourishment, 

there are 14 museums which contribute to Bamberg's 
reputation as a City of Culture. Some of them are defi
nitely worth a visit. The "History Museum", "Diocesan 
Museum", and "New Residence" will reveal all you need 
to know about medieval, bourgeois ecclesiastical life in 
Bamberg spanning a timeline of one millennium. A visit to 
the International Artists House in the elegant "Villa Con
cordia" with its outstanding art exhibits and collections will 
enrich your knowledge about cultural life in and beyond 

Bamberg. Your artistic and cultural tour would be incom
plete without visiting a concert performed by the Bamberg 
Symphony Orchestra, founded in 1946, and thanks to its 
diverse program including classical and contemporary mu
sic performances, is renowned all over the globe. 

Finally, Ban1berg is frequently associated with the culture 
of beer and has even won some acclaim as a City of Beer. 
Here beer is more than just a beverage; it's a celebrated 

cult, connected7:o a venerable tradition ofoeer-brewing. 
Venturing into tl1e surrounding region of Bamberg, you 
will count almost 60 breweries boasting a grand variety of 
about 50 different sorts. The legendary smoked beer is 
a 1mique and unforgettable experience: its flavor is based 
on green malt dried over a beech-wood fire, not using the 
conventional hot-air method. Those with a passion for beer 
are sure to appreciate tlus unusual taste after a visit to one 
of the 11ine privately run breweries famous for producing 
Bamberg's smoked beer. However, you should be prepared 
to take at least three glasses before you like it-tlus is what 
the beer experts say. It goes without saying that special
ly organized beer-tasting tours enable visitors to explore 
the culmre of beer in Bamberg all year row1d. Joining the 


