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BAMBERG: A PIECE OF LIVING HISTORY 

soaked with history and stories embracing a millennium, 
while the Medieval flair completes the charm of the Old 
Town Center. Here you will feel and absorb the history 
of the "City atop the Hills". The streets are interspersed 
with ecclesiastic and bourgeois elements prevalent in 
Bamberg since the city was founded. Everything began in 
the age of Ottones, when the fortress "Babenberb" was 
first mentioned around 902. A decade later, when Henry 
II ascended the throne as the German King, he soon de
cided to found a bishopric here. This event marked the 
start of Bamberg's status as a city of bishops and in the 
course of time, Bamberg even offered a cathedral school 
education. In 1007, after being decreed by Henry II, the 
construction of the Imperial Cathedral, standing majesti
cally with its four spires on top of one ofBamberg's seven 
hills, was not only meant to make Bamberg a symbolic 
capital of the Holy Roman Empire ( similar to the Church 
of St. Peter in the eternal city of Rome) but also opened 
a new chapter in the city's history. Spanning the 11th to 
the 19th century, Cathedral Hill exerted a spiritual and 
influential power in the diocese of Bamberg which, at that 
period of time, determined the city's fate. Today Bamberg 
has retained its reputation as a "city of bishops", and not 
just owing to the existence of the venerable cathedral but 
that religious life determines the everyday life of Barn
berg's inhabitants to a far greater degree than it does else
where in Germany. 

Ascending the cathedral hill can be somewhat tiring, yet 
once you find yourself in the spacious cathedral square, 
your senses are in for a pleasant surprise. The ambience 

and atmosphere all around the place is majestic-as if time 
has stood still. Connoisseurs of German art history will 
immediately notice the harmonious blend of the most sig
nificant architectural styles: from Romanesque and early 
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BAMBERG PRINCE-BISHOPS' FORMER SUMMER RESIDENCE AND 

HUNTING LODGE. 

Gothic to Renaissance, Baroque, and Rococo. Though 
still splendid, the walls inside the cathedral haven't always 
looked as plain as they do nowadays. Bavarian King Lud
wig I decided to "purify" the sacred place by removing 
all the decorations and furnishings from within the cathe
dral's walls which had been part of the interior from the 
Middle Ages to the 19th century. H is wish ,vas to return 
Bamberg Cathedral to its medieval appearance in accord 
with the "romantic spirit" of the age. Today the entire 
Cathedral exudes the spirit of Romanesque architecture 
and is an awe-inspiring place to be, yet the greatest trea
sure which you cannot overlook is the tomb of the Impe
rial couple Henry II and his consort Kunigunde. It de-
picts legendary scenes from their lives and is a centrepiece 
inside the cathedral, which itself has been a place of honor 
and remembrance for many centuries. 

While Bamberg Cathedral is inarguably a landmark and 
one of the most-visited sights in the city, there are numer
ous treasures which have been bestowed on Bamberg in 
the course of the centuries and during various architectural 
epochs. Perched in the middle of the river, between the 
Upper and Lower bridges, the Old Town Hall is some
thing of a mystery, emerging as it does from the waters of 
the Regnitz. It was built on an artificial island in the Middle 
Ages by the citizens of Bamberg as a response to a bishop's 
refusal to grant the burghers' plea for a piece of land upon 
which to build a town hall. That is what legend tells us. 
But a decisive factor for choosing this particular site for the 
erection of the town hall was rather the result ofBarnberg's 
expansion, owing to growing trade and new markets open
ing in the city as early as the 12th century. Due to lack of 


