
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Ausdrucke 

WAS ESSEN UNO TRINKEN DIE DEUTSCHEN? 

DON'T FEAR THE WURST! 

Satisfy Your Hunger for German Expressions with 21 Delectable Idioms! 

-
Satisfy Your Hunger for German 
Expressions with 21 Delectable 
Idioms 

How many times can you say the word "sausage" in a 
conversation that isn't about lunch? 

In English, you might sound a little odd. In German, I challenge 
you to say "sausage" twenty times. 

As it turns out, that might not be such a difficult challenge 
when speaking German. 

It's all too easy to talk about sausage without actually talking 
about sausage. 

German, like English, is a language generously sprinkled 
with idiomatic expressions. 

Learning to become comfortable with just a handful of them 
will surely improve your confidence, prevent you from coming 
off sounding like a robot and help bridge the gap from 
beginner to intermediate learning. 

Learning idioms in another language also comes with 

the added intellectual bonus of giving you fresh eyes with 
which to reevaluate the expressions you already use in your 

mother tongue. That ought to make you feel like one sharp 
cookie. Wait, what? Sharpcookii+i~t.ffi~FlftMI. iPad app is here! 

This type of self-reflective exercise will stretch out the 
language-learning muscles in your brain and prepare your 
mind for the weird and wonderful sayings that other languages 
have to offer, which, in the case of German, are very likely 
related to pork products. 

21 Delicious German Expressions to 

Give You Food for Thought 

In Germany, the pig is pretty popular. A symbol for various 
things, to get lucky is to "have pig" (Schwein haberl), but if your 
German skills are unter den Sau, "under the pig," they're not 
very good at all. 

Hopefully, though, you won't think your pig whistles (/ch gfaube 

mein Schwein pfeift) because in that case you've just totally 
lost your mind. Now, on to the best of the Wurst 

1. er glaubt er bekommt eine Extrawurst 

Literally: He thinks he gets an extra sausage. 

Does he think he's special? Like he gets an extra sausage? We 
all know someone like this. 

2. du armes Wiirstchen! 

Literally: You poor little sausage. 

You have a cold! Oh you poor little sausage. Let me make you 
some soup. (Careful, as this one is also frequently used 
condescendingly, which I have to say seems extraordinarily 
appropriate.) 

3. die beleidigte Wurst spielen 

Literally: Acting the insulted sausage 

Pay no mind to Sally over there. She's just acting the insulted 

sausage-. pouting, because she didn't get her way. 
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