
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UNO TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant I das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

IS TOO MUCH ENGLISH BEING SPOKEN IN BERLIN RESTAURANTS? 

Native German speakers are the worst offenders, according to Spahn, who believes among 

Germans there is a "blatant willingness" to avoid speaking in one's native language even in 

situations where it isn't necessary. 

''This is not cosmopolitan, but rather, provincial;' Spahn said. 

This use of English, Spahn argues, contributes to a new form of "elitist-global tourism" that leaves 

out non-English speakers and is detrimental to other newcomers in Germany who dedicate their 

energy and time to learning the German language. 

A totally new type of "parallel society" has developed in Berlin where young people from all across 

the globe keep to themselves, he said. 

Spahn also draws parallels in his argument between a certain time in history, when nobles in 18th 

century Europe distanced themselves from the lower classes by speaking to one another in the 

French language. By comparison, he adds that nowadays the use of English in German cities is "a 

striking symptom of a regrettable cultural equilibrium". 

But not everyone feels the same way as Spahn. 

When people are from around the world, they hardly keep to themselves, Chris Pyak, deputy chair of 

the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALOE) Individual Members Party, said in a 

statement on Thursday. 

He argued that nobody loses anything when speaking English, but rather, they gain an additional 

language and therefore access to "information, art, ideas and human connections around the 

world." - --
Pyak, who's also an author and employment coach for expats, has been pushing for English to 

become an official language not just in Germany but in countries all across the European Union. 


