
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UNO TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen / speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

Tipping traps 
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In every country, tipping presents tourists with plenty of opportunities for a faux-pas. In Germany, the bill is generally rounded up. 5-10 percent is a vague 

rule of thumb. For a coffee costing 1.80 euros, you would give 2 . For a meal costing 36-40, you could give 38 euros if things were decent, 39 if you need the 

extra euro for the restroom, or 40 if you don't want to carry around extra change. 

TIPPING 

German law now requires that all restaurants and 
drinking establishments include all taxes and the service 
charge in the price of each item on the menu or bill of fare. 
Thus, the price listed for any dish, meal, course, or drink 
is all inclusive with tax and service already included. This 
is cal led ENDPREIS. You will not have any "service" 
percentage added at the end of your hill. 

It is desired and customary, however, to leave an 
additional small amount of about 5%, especially if the 
service has been good, and most certainly this ,s expected 

kt the htaher class r.e.s.taurants and hotels. In the smaller to 
medium class restaurants, and the Weinstuben and Bier
stuben you normally leave the change to round out to an 
even 50 pfennigs. Watch what the Germans do. 

Various seemingly mysterious expressions or sentences 
are written on the menus to indicate that tax and service 
are inclusive in your bill, but you do not have to worry 
about them, for the law which applies to them is genera' 
throughout Germany. 


