
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Gasthaus 

WO KANN MAN ESSEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you get something to eat and drink?) 

inn, tavern: das Gasthaus, die Gasthauser 
smaller inn or tavern: der Gasthof, die Gasthofe 

Germans love to get together over a glass 
of beer or wine. The places where it is 
possible to do so every day have a wide 
variety of different names: Gaststatte, 
Gasthaus, Wirtshaus, Schanke, Kneipe, 
Piute, Bierkeller - to name just a few. The 
atmosphere and customs found there vary 
with the district and with the dialect spo
ken. And they both reveal a lot about the 
mentality of the local people. Alongside 
them, foreign forms of hospitality have 
also established themselves and are be
coming popular with many people - the 
English pub, the French bistro, etc. In a 
short series of articles, we will be giving an 
introduction to the culture of the pub and 
the tavern in Germany, i.e. to the 
peculiarities and special characteristics the 
unsuspecting visitor may encounter 
hereabouts when he goes out for a beer. 

The "Stammtisch" 
Most inns and taverns anywhere from 

the North Sea to the Alps have an institu
tion which is unknown in this form in other 
countries - the "Stammtisch". There is no 
use looking for it where the tables are 
covered with white linen and waiters in 
dinner jackets first proffer the menu to 
guests. For no-one would ever think of 
unpacking their skat playing-cards here. 

These special tables are to be found 
mainly where beer is tapped and/or wine 
poured out into glasses. Here, the finest, 
largest and best-situated table is reserved 
for those guests who have been regular 
visitors to this their "local" every day for a 
number of years. The regulars' table is 
easily recognized: the center of the table is 
nearly always occupied by an enormous 
ashtray decorated more or less tastefully, 
and bearing the inscription "Stammtisch"; 
sometimes, there may also be a small 
pennant next to the ashtray. 

taverns in Gennany 

Regulars' tables are often reserved for 
members of some club or other: a sports 
club, a skittles club or a choral society. In 
such cases, the wall behind the table is 
generally decorated with club photos and 
trophies. 

In small villages there is frequently a 
Stammtisch for prominent citizens - this is 
where the most important men (and in 
rare cases women, too) sit, e.g. the Mayor 
or Chief Magistrate, the village priest, 
town councilors and other influential per
sons. 

In towns, the Stammtisch is today gen
erally nothing more than a table simply 
reserved for the best customers: guests 
who know the landlord well and get on 
well together. Such tables for regulars are 
otten the scene of games of cards or dice 
for a round of drinks. Or there is a great 
deal of talking, sometimes even heated 
discussion, and the favourite topics include 
everything in which men show an interest -
football, women, cars, and now and again 
politics. 

A stranger can generally manage to be 
asked to sit at such a table relatively quick
ly, provided there is a free chair. He only 
needs to return often enough , to make 
contact, perhaps even be able to play skat. 

The Stammtisch can sometimes also be 
recognized by the fact that it is empty, 
although there is not a seat to be had 
anywhere else in the inn and people have 
to stand. Because in this context, customs 
are strict: any unsuspecting stranger who 
sits down at such a table will be quickly but 
firmly told by the landlord to go and drink 
his glass of beer elsewhere. Exceptions 
may be made at times of the day when 
those gentlemen entitled to sit at the 
Stammtisch are generally not present. 

Even when the Stammtisch is occupied, 
the watchful stranger can recognize it quite 
quickly: it is a table occupied by a lot of 
men, who drink quite heavily, and who do 
not need to order their glass of beer or 
wine at any time - the landlord takes care 
that their glasses are always fuH. And only 
then is it the tum of other guests. 

A "Stammtisch" for the local regulars. 

'"Regular Tab1e'" 

In very many German "'Gasthauser'" and 
less pretentious hotels you will find one 
special table reserved for the local cronies 
who regularly come together there, 
usually toward evening, to have a beer, 
argue politics and perhaps play skat (a 
card game). This ta ble, usually with its 
bare wooden top polished from daily use, 
frequently bears the sign "Stammtisch" 
{regular table) or a little banner. So when 
looking for a table, don't be surprised if the 
management suggests you choose a table 
other than this one. 


