
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

restaurant: die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 
and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 

die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

Two Valuable Guides - VARTA and MICHELIN 

There surely are many good hotels and 
restaurants in Germany, but where exactly 
are they to be found? Where can you 
expect first-class food at a reasonable 
price? Where do you sleep undisturbed 
by t raffic noise? Where are the main 
sights of the town? Where are hotels in 
castles? 

All these questions and many, many 
more are answered in the "VARTA-Fuhrer 
durch Deutschland" (VARTA Guide through 
Germany) and the red "MICHELIN Deutsch
land" guide. The newest editions of these 
guides are published every spring. Although 
they are in German, the books also can be 
highly recommended to English-speaking 
readers, as the signs used throughout 
these guides not only are very clear but 
also are fully explained in English. The 
foreword, the table of contents and the 
notes for users also are given in English'). 

Both guides list hotels and restaurants 
in thousands of German towns. For the 
hotels, they give five or six different 
standards of comfort, their rates, ad
dresses and all additional information 
available and necessary. Restaurants are 

classified according to their rates (three 
c lasses in VARTA, five in MICHELIN). 

Both guides are real goldmines of 
practical information for the tourist in Ger
many. Of course, there are certain differ
ences between them: we feel, for instance, 
that VARTA uses clearer, simpler symbols 
which make it easier to find everything at 
a glance. VARTA also attaches greater 
weight to the various standards of the 
<:_1:_isin~ being much___:_Tl~~ generous in 
granting spec ial distinctions to German 
restaurants than MICHELIN. 

Besides the red MICHELIN hotel and 
restaurant guide, by the way, there is also 
a green MICHELIN for Germany, which is 
a t ravel guide. 

What makes these guides especially 
commendable is the fact that they are 
completely independent of advertising. All 
hotels and restaurants are examined by 
traveling inspectors who remain incognito. Titu1 zu ~en 

Boststiittrn. 

A Selbstbedienungs-Restaurant is simi lar 
to the American self-service cafeteria. 

The variety of eating and drinking places in 
Germany is enormous. In the smaller 
towns the best places to eat are usually the 
hotels. Gastho fe, Gasthauser, Gaststu
ben and Gastwirtschaften are (or include) 
restaurants. 
The more pretentious German restaurants 
have gone th rough an astonishing devel
opment in the last ten years. With grow
ing prosperity and availability of first
class ingredients, a rather sophisticated 
gourmet cuisine has come into being. 
Some top German restaurants come close 
to the best in French cooking now, and of 
course their prices are top-notch to match. 

Lokal and Kneipe are colloquial words for 
pubs or bars. 

Moreover, t here is now a large variety of 
foreign restaurants - Chinese, Greek, 
Ita lian places, steak h ouses, pizzerias, and 
w hat have you. 

The Germans also enjoy 
eating out, and many towns have Italian, Greek 
and Turkish restaurants run by some of the 
immigrant families " ·ho have come to Germany. 
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