
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL _ Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen / speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 
and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 

die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT TIPPING CULTURE IN GERMANY 

"Yes, the service staff we spoke to realized that being friendly was important for getting a good tip," 

Stegbauer responds. 

But he notes that in certain German establishments it is almost expected that the service staff are 

rude. 

"In Cologne's brewer bars or Frankfurt's apple wine bars the staff are known for being unfriendly and 

making curt remarks. But people tip them anyway." 

"Besides," he adds, "what you [English speakers] consider unfriendly a German might take to be 

astoundingly friendly! That is hard to say," he says with a laugh. 

Laying it on the table 

Only when an American friend visited me in Berlin and put a hefty tip on t ne table after our 

restaurant meal did I think about just how different this practice is in Germany. 

For one, it's uncommon to tip more than 10 percent, and that's usually just if the meal was 

extraordinary. Usually Germans just round up, a practice I quickly became accustomed to as well. 

Furthermore they almost always tell the waiter how much they'd like to give, informing that they are 

paying €7 on a €6.50 meal. 

As my friend walked out the door, I quickly picked up the table-top tip and handed it to the waiter, 

making sure that he and not anyone else got to it first. 


