
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UNO TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 

(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 

die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 

die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant I das Restaurant, die Restaurants 

(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT TIPPING CULTURE IN GERMANY 

Tipping is one of those strange things that seems to exist almost everywhere, but which has subtle 

cultural nuances that can be embarrassing if you misunderstand them. 

In the US, waiters sometimes rely entirely on tips for their money, meaning restaurant-goers are 

used to tipping generously if they are happy with the service. 

In Germany it's a little different though, explains Dr. Christian Stegbauer, an academic at Frankfurt 

University who recently conducted a study into German tipping culture. 

In many German restaurants the tip is actually included in the price of the food, he says. Add to this 

the fact that all service staff are on at least minimum wage and there is no actual compulsion to 

give a tip, or Trinkgeld, as it is known in German. 

"We spoke to some people during our research who said they tend not to give tips at all," he said. 

That certainly isn't the norm, though. 

"People generally told us that they tip between five and ten percent and many said that they always 

give the same regardless of how good the food actually was," the academic said. 

German waiters themselves expect a tip at the upper end of that scale: the ones Stegbauer spoke to 

tended to say that 10 percent was appropriate. 

But the service staff also treat regulars differently to people who come for a single visit. 

Restaurants are happy enough that their regulars keep coming back and therefore don't expect any 

bonuses. 

"It is a bit like a friendship - it becomes awkward when money swaps hands," says Stegbauer. 

Germany also differs from countries like the UK in that tips are generally given not just at 

restaurants, but also in bars and in pubs. 


