
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen / speisen / trinken 

restaurant: die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 
and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 

die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant I das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

If a restaurant is crowded, Germans don't mind you taking empty 
seats at their table, but you should ask, "1st hier frei?"-"Is this 
place taken?"-before sitting down at an occupied table. If you are 
the one being asked, just reply, "Bittel "-"Please! (Have a seat.)" 
Once you sit down, you will usually discover that the other people 
at the table will very politely ignore you, although if they seem inter
ested in conversation, go right ahead. (Some Germans may want to 
try out their English on you.) In some cases, particularly in informal 
restaurants with long tables, a party-like atmosphere may develop, 
with everyone joining in. Generally though, after polite hellos, each 
party keeps to itself despite the close proximity. But even if not a 

word has been exchanged, a polite "Auf Wiedersehen!" is usually 
uttered by the first party to leave the table. Americaps may at first 
be uncomfortable with this Germanic table sharing, but soon come 
to appreciate how practical a custom it is when they enter a crowded 

restaurant. 

Sharing T ables 

Except for high-priced restaurants. the 
practice of sharing tables if there is no free 
table left is quite common, particularly in 
southern Germany. Of course, one must 
ask permission of those seated at the table 
before seating oneself: "Entschuldigen 
Sie, ist hier noch frei?" The answer is 
mostly, "Ja, bitte sehr!" Just before start
ing to eat. those sharing a table often wish 
each other "Guten Appetit!'' The answer is 
"Danke." "Gleichfalls" means " the same to 
you." 

Germans are accustomed to sharing their table with strangers in 
non-fancy restaurants. However, other than saying hello and good
bye (Guten Tag and Auf Wiedersehen), they rarely talk to each other. 

The Kindness of Strangers 
The German custom of sitting \\·ith perfect 

( or imperfect) strangers is actually very 
practical. The first time it happens can be 

a little unnen·ing for non-Europeans, but 
after a \\·h ile. it makes a lot of sense. Euro
peans think i t is a waste to kt seats stay 
empty in a cro\,·decl restaurant just because 

you don ·t know the people sitting at a table. 

Once seated with strangers, you usually 

politely ignore each other. Sometimes the 
Germans may ,Yant to tr)' out their Engl ish 
on you, but an Amcric,111 is no rarity in 

Germany. 

"Entschuldigen Sle, blt te, Isl hler noch frel?" 
- "Ja, bitte sehr!" 


