
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen / speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant I das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

When entering a dining establishment in Germany, it is custom
ary to select your own seat and sit down. If the Wirt (owner) or a 
waiter notices you when you enter, he or she may greet you and 
suggest a seat, but you will usually be on your own. The only excep
tions are some formal (and expensive) fine-dining restaurants. In 
some Gasthliuser or restaurants there is a table with a sign that 
says "Stammtisch." It is reserved only for Stammgaste, regular 
customers. 

Finding a Seat 
Upon entering an Austrian. German, or 

Sll'iss dining establishment, do not 11·a it to 
be seated. It could be a long wait. Diners 

are expected to find their own tables. 
Sometimes a food server may deign to sug
gest a table, but these employees are usu

ally too busy ignoring the people ll"ho are 

already seated. If you sec a sign (in Ger
man, of course I that says ·'Please wait to be 

sea ted," you have chosen an exclusive and 

probablv expensive spot in which to di11e. 
l\fost of the time. you just find your own 
scat. 

You'll have to find your own way to a 
table, since there is rarely a host(ess) to seat you. If the restaurant is 
crowded, it's alright to ask if you can join people who are already sit
ting at a table with some space left. Beyond a friendly nod, you're not 
expected to chat with them during the meal. - -

Contrary to American custom, 
there are no hosts in typical 
German restaurants to greet 
and seat you. Normally, you 
look for a table yourself. If you 
can't find an empty table, it's customary to join 
people you don't know if there is room at their 

Usually, when you enter, the waiters wil l be ISusy, 
and you are expected to seek out your own table of your 
choice. Even where there is a maitre d 'hotel, frequently 
he is also busy, and you are expected to take your own 
table. 

To avoid the awkwardness of standing around with one 
foot on the other waiting to be seated, it is better to cast a 
quick glance around, and if nothing indicates that you w,11 
be seated, then just walk over and take a table. A waiter 
will come by soon and leave a menu, and it w ill he some 
minutes before he returns to take your order. 

Do not be surprised if someone joins you at your table, 
for this is also the custom, namely, to take a seat wherever 
one is vacant. This happens in the smaller restaurants. 

table. When joining others at a table, you should ask Ist hier noch frei? 
The usual response will be Ja, bitte or Bitte sehr. In above-average 
restaurants, a food server will approach you and suggest a table, or 
lead you to the table that has been reserved for you. 


