
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen I trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant I das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

Tttose Crazy Gerrn'<!111S! 

Hotels and Restaurants: 
CustolMS & Quirks 

Since you will undoubtedly need some place to eat and sleep, 
there are a few customs and quirks that you should be aware of in 
Germany's hospitality industry. Being the do-it-yourselfers that the 
Germans are, the first thing you need to know about eating out is 
that you need to seat yourself. With rare exception, when entering a 
German restaurant or Gasthaus, a hostess will not greet you. Hence, 
don't stand around waiting for someone to come by and direct you 
to a table; it is the norm that you seat yourself. Simple enough, 
right? Well, almost right. If you are in a crowded or popular place, 
you may encounter signs on the tables. Some may read Stammtisch , 
which means this is a table for the restaurant's regulars. This, in and 
of itself, does not mean that you can't sit there, but if you do, you 
should be aware that you could draw ire from the regulars, or, if the 
regulars are friendly and not averse to your presence, be prepared to 
fully participate in the conversation. Other tables may indicate that 
they are reserved with a small card indicating for which times that 
table is reserved. If you are there comfortably before the reserved 
time, pull up a seat; otherwise keep moving. If the place is really 
jumping and you can't find an empty table for yourself, simply ask 
to join a table that has seats available. The phrase, Ist dieser Platz 
frei? (Is this seat free?) works best. Unless it happens to be couple 
on a romantic evening out or a very intimate group, you will most 
likely be welcomed without question. In some ways, not having a 
host is preferable because you don't have to stand around, and it 
can make the dining experience a bit more casual. 


