
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 

die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 

(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EATING OUT IN GERMANY 

Manieren und Etikette (manners and etiquette) 

'Thank you, driver' 

This can only be positive. Restaurant workers are there to serve us food and drink, not keep 

customers entertained. Still, I can't help thinking that Germans might actually enjoy it if they got 

involved in a little more friendly banter day-to-day. 

In Aberdeen, the city in Scotland where I'm from, people say: "Thank you, driver" when they're 

getting off the bus. Cashiers, as well as cafe and restaurant servers, will often ask you how your day 

is going, what you're doing later on, or they might even inquire what you've been buying at the 

shops. 

A complete stranger might stop and have a chat with you for no particular reason at all. Note that 

this happens in cities, not just in the countryside with smaller populations. 

These little interactions can help make you feel warm inside on days where you're feeling a bit 

down. They help you remember that you are a part of the world or the community. 

For many people who don't have family nearby or don't go to an office regularly, this public small talk 

could be lifesaving. 

Superficial conversation 

So do Germans just not get small talk? 

The fact there is no exact translation of "small talk" from English to German is telling. One of the 

translations - oberflachliche Konversation, meaning superficial conversation, signals how this 

concept is viewed here: a bit meaningless. 


