
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

restaurant: 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant I das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EATING OUT IN GERMANY 

Manieren und Etikette (manners and etiquette) 

I once found a chapter in an English language text book called: 'How to avoid saying no directly.' I 

burst out laughing when I saw it. Is there anything more stereotypically British? 

I came across it at the language school where I used to work, where English language teachers 

regularly teach the art of small talk and politeness to students, mainly from Germany. Things like: 

how to apologize for everything and hide your true feelings - you know, the British way of life. 

Although stereotypes can be overegged and unhelpful, l have to admit that I've definitely come 

across a few of them since moving to the German capital Berlin a few years ago (and faced the fact 

that I am very much a walking stereotype of my home country at times, too). 

It's undeniable that there are cultural differences and different ways of doing things depending on 

where you are in the world - and this is just as important to learn as the language. 

For example, it's true that Germans communicate more directly - believe me, you grow a thicker 

skin living here - and I actually think they're quite proud of this fact. "Why not?" they'd probably 

reply if you asked why they always got straight to the point. 

I've grown to quite like this because I know I'll always hear the truth and be told if I have food in my 

teeth. 

Are Germans rude? 

But there are some aspects of everyday life in Germany I can't get to grips with no matter how hard I 

try. 

Take the lack of eye contact, customer service and general human connection between strangers 

here in Deutschland. 


