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As we all know, Germans have a word for everything. They even have a word for someone who eats at a 

restaurant and leaves without paying: a Zechpreller. The word alone sounds pretty malicious! 

A Zechpreller is a bill-dodger; someone who dines in and then dashes. In some cases, th is type of person may 
order the more expensive menu items, since he or she has no intention of paying for them. While the word 
Zechpreller refers to the person committing the crime, Zechprellerei defines the crime itself - eating in a 
restaurant without paying for the food. And the phrase auf die Zeche prellen means leaving a restaurant without 
paying for the bill. In this context alone, Zeche means "bill" and prellen means to leave without paying. But don't 

get yourself confused: when you are asking for a check, ask for a Rechnung - not a Zeche (the word Zeche can 

only be used together with preller/prellen in the context of dining and dashing). 

Hopefully this is a word you won't need to use to define any of your friends. And hopefu lly you are not a 

Zechpreller yourself. 

The word has been around since the 19th century and continues to be used colloquially today. 

Payment is normally made 
directly at the table, and in smaller or family-run restaurants, credit 
cards are very rarely accepted. Even in expensive restaurants, you 
cannot depend on being able to pay with plastic. (This got me so mad 
recently- I was in one of Frankfurt's pricier restaurants, paying for a 
high bill for a dinner for six- that I insisted on being told what would 
happen ifI refused to pay cash. The manager came to the table, and 
told me to go to a nearby bank and get some. Failing that, he would 
take my card to the restaurant next door, which does accept plastic, 
and slap a 10 percent surcharge on my bill-5 percent for his buddy 
next door, 5 percent for his trouble. So be warned- carry cash.) 

Paying the Check 

How does one ask for the check? "Herr 
Ober, ich mochte zahlen!" o r "meine Rech
nung, bitte!" or very short, "Zahlen, bitte!" 
Normally, you pay the waiter at your table, 
rarely at the counter or cash reg ister. 

Checks, C1'edit Cards 

It is still rather unusual in German restau
rants to pay with a check or a credit card, 
although attempts are being made to pop
ularize these methods of payment over 
here, too. 


