
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UND TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen I trinken 

restaurant: die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

Together or separate? Pay attention when paying. 

If you've eaten out in the US, you may know 

how difficult it can be to get separate checks 

for one group at a restaurant. And let's not 

even get into tipping. 

If you're eating out at a restaurant or cafe in 

Germany, however, it's very common for 

servers to ask groups if they want the 

bill zusammen oder getrennt (together or 

separate}. If they don't ask, you can also tell 

them when paying at the end of the meal. It's 

not considered strange for friends to pay for 

their own meals individually, and that often 

even happens on dates. 

If you insist on paying for some reason, you 

can say /ch lade (dich) e/n (I'll get this one; 

literally "I invite (you)"), but just know that it 

may be a bit uncomfortable for the other 

person if there's not a good reason for you to 

offer. And if you do say you'll pay, especially if 

you insist on it more than once, be sure that 

you have money w ith you, since the other 

person may simply say "OK." 

Depending on your perspective, the service at 

German restaurants is either less attentive or 

less suffocating than in the US. After a meal, 

you'll probably have to get a server's attention 

by saying Zahlen, bitte! (Pay, please!) or Die 

Rechnung, bitte! (The check, please!). 

Generally the server will come directly to the 

table and tally up each person's or group's 

items, and then say the total(s). This price wi ll 

include taxes and service, but it's common to 

round up a bit as a tip. For example, if the 

server says the price is 34 euros and 25 cents, 

you can give the server the money and simply 

say "35" (or "36," if you want to seem like a 

high roller). 

Most people won't give more gratuity than 

that unless it's a special occasion or place (like 

Oktoberfest), or if the service was excel lent. 


