
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UNO TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen I speisen / trinken 

restaurant: die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 

and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages} 
die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat} 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

"Herr Ober, zahlen, bitte! (Waiter, I'd like to pay the check!) 
• There is no cashier place or stand, you pay at your table. 
• One generally rounds off to the nearest 50 cents or to the next Euro when paying 

the bill. 
• There is no tipping, the tip is included in the price. (10 to 15 %) 
• "Trinkgeld und Bedienung eingeschlossen!" is usually written at the bottom of the 

menu. 

"Dutch treat" is practiced in Europe. 

When the good food and drink have come to an end, diners do 
not wait for the waiter to appear with the check. In Europe it is 
considered impolite for the waiter to bring the check before being 
asked to do so. To get the attention of the Kellner(in) for this purpose 
one says either, "Zahlen, bitte." or "Die Rechnung, bitte." The 
foodserver may ask, "Hat's geschmeckt?'.'-"Was everything 
okay?'' After inquiring, ''Getrennt oder zusammen?''-''Separate 
or together?"-he or she will usually verify the orders with each 
person around the table, writing down the cost of each item con
sumed, total the bill quickly, write it down and place the result on 
the table or say the amount. (In many restaurants today, you may 
receive a cash register printout from the waiter instead.) The bill 
already includes the standard 16 percent tax (VAT; 20 percent in 
Austria, 6.2 percent in Switzerland) and a service charge (Bedie
nung) of 12-15 % . Any extra tip (Trinkgeld) is optional. If the service 
has been good, most people add a tip of about 2-5 percent by rounding 

off the bill. Do not leave the tip on the table. It is more customary 
to have the foodserver keep the extra amount of the rounded-off sum. 
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Rechnung 

Tisch 3 
GLAS TEE 
2 X 2 20 
BIER 0.3 
COCA COLA LIGHT 
2 X 8 . 50 
UESPERPLATTE 

MWST 19 ¼ 
Net to 

BAR-EUR 

Rechnungs- Nr . 10 

2 . 00 

'l . 40 
2.00 

17 . 00 
4 . 06 

21 . 34 

25,40 

bediener 7 30-09-10 


