
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Speisen 

WO KANN MAN SPEISEN UNO TRINKEN? 
(Where can you eat and drink?) 

essen / speisen / trinken 

restaurant: die Gaststatte, die Gaststatten 
(similiar to American cafes and frequently a source of authentic cooking 
and specialize in serving local food; found especially in smaller villages) 

die Speisewirtschaft, die Speisewirtschaften 
die Gastwirtschaft, die Gastwirtschaften 
die Gaststube, die Gaststuben 

das Speiserestaurant / das Restaurant, die Restaurants 
(has a varied menu of hot foods, including a Spezialitat) 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE GOING 
TO A GERMAN RESTAURANT 

At the End of the Meal 

When you're all done, it's time to wrap up. 

• die Rechnung (the check) 

• das Trlnkgeld (the tip) - To tip in 
Germany, you just need to round up your 
bill to the nearest euro. 

• /ch mochte zahlen. (I'd like to pay.) 

How do you ask for the check? Bedienung, ich mochte zahlen! or Die 
Rechnung, bitte! or for short, Zahlen, bitte! Normally you pay the server 
at your table; rarely do you pay at the counter or cash register. A 10 
to 15 percent service charge (Bedienungsgeld) and a 16 percent value
added tax (Mehrwertsteuer) are included in the total amount shown 
on the menu. Since a tip is already part of the bill, an extra tip is not 
necessary. However, most people do round off the bill to the nearest 
euro or more, according to the amount to be paid and the service 
rendered. For instance, if the check amounts to 8,60 you may say 
Neun Euro, bitte! to the server, indicating that you expect change for 
only 9 euro and that the rest can be kept. The small additional tip 
(Trinkgeld) is given to the food server upon paying and is not left on 
the table when leaving the restaurant. 

Although paying by check or credit card is still not as customary in 
Germany as it is in the United States, particularly in smaller local 
eating establishments, these methods of payment have become more 
popular in recent years. 

"lch mochte zahlen, bitte!" 

How does one ask for the check? "Herr 
Ober, ich mochte zahlen!" or "meine 
Rechnung, bitte !" or very short, "Zahlen, 
bitle!" Normally, you pay the waiter at your 
table, rarely at the counter or cash reg
ister. Ten to fifteen per cent for service 
(Bedienung) and eleven per cent for val
ue-added tax (Mehrwertsteuer) is included 
in the prices. Although an extra tip is 
not necessary, most people do round the 
bill off to the nearest fifty Pfennige or 
Mark or so, according to the amount to 
be paid and the service rendered. For 
instance, if the check amounts to DM 
11,45, you may say "Zwolf Mark, bitte!" 
to the waiter, thus indicating that you 
expect change only for twelve marks and 
that the rest is for him. Usually, the tip 
is given directly to the waiter when pay
ing the check and is not left on the table 
when leaving the place, as is often done 
in other countries. 


